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P B E 7 A C S. 


Shar^lya, on th® Mat aide of the Beltay la an extenaive provlnoe of about 
l|280t399 faddanay* out of whioh 708y857 feddana are uncultivated areaat waate 
land (Barari) in the north and aandy deaert in the eaat. Moat of the arable 
(571 1 542 feddana)* hovever* yleldamore than one crop a year (two and in certain 
areaa three)* and therefore the total arM under varloua oropa - aooordlng to the 
lat'eat agricultural oenaua* 1927 “ ia 953*867 feddana. Agriculture in Sharqiya 
dependa entirely on irrigation and - vlth the exception of very Halted areaa 
on the edge of the deaert dependent on eella - the Bile la the aouroe of the wa- 
ter aupply. 

The north-eaat of the provlnoe haa poor aoila ehloh need reolaaatlon. The 
aouth-veat* with better aoila and more adequate irrigation* ia on the whole in 
better oonditlm. The main oropa are oereala (i.e. vhMt* maiae* rice* barley 
and millet) and cotton* but there la now a apreadlng tendency to cultivate more 
fruit treea eapeoially in the Matem aandy parta of the province. Th& palm tree 
la a common fMture of every village and every field* but* ao far* doea not play 
any algnifloant part in the eoonomica of rural Sharqlya. 

The meana of land utlliaation are primitive* — except on large eatatea- 
modem teohnlquea and aoientifio methoda are completely abaeut. The life of 
the people la aiaqple* their needa are limited and the atandard of living la low. 
The factora reaponalble for the difficult conditiona of life may be traced to 
the poverty of the vaat majority of the population, anall holdlnga of leaa t-hew 
one f eddan are oharacteriatlc of Sharqlya* but moat of the land is owned by the 
GoverxuBent* the nobles and the landlords with extensive estates all over the 
province. 

The real problem ia a population one. The trend has been rlalng ri 4 >ldly 
since the be g i nn i n g of the last century without an equivalent increase in indi- 
vidual Incomes. Agricultural labourers are poorly paid and no legislation haa 
yet been considered to defend them against their masters and to fix limits for 
minimum wages and maximum working hours. 

The provlnoe is divided administratively into six districta(llazkaz)iBelbeis* 
Paqua* Hihya* Eafr Saqr* Minieh El-QMh and Zqgazlg U. (See Map I). The chief 
town of Sharqlya is Zagazig B. on the ancient site of Bubastls.(t) 

After -field study in Sinai peninsula 1933~4» the writer began to compare 
data gathered there with data for Sharqlya. This part of the country ia of apeo- 
lal interMt. Not only has it an extremely complex mixture of population but 
also different types of oMimmltles live side by side in certain ■districts. 

Conditions thus vary considerably and a survey was made in 1939 partly as 
a guide to policy of social reconstruction in this particular oomBunlty. It is 
essential to notice that the ovexwhelming majority of the people of Sharqlya are* 
directly or indlreotly* dapendent on the land and the survey necessarily empha- 
sises rural life in which the masses are absorbed. 


» 

One f eddan = 1*03803 acre. 

(t) H. represents Maricas and B* Bandar (Town) in subsequent discussion. 



The objeot of the eooio-eeononlo study of Sharqiya eas to obtain preoiee 
first-hand data about the living oonditions of Its people« to investigate the 
oauses of the different problems and the effect of suoh problems on the life 
of the local oonaanlty» and finally to follow as far as possible the social 
changes whloh are prcceeding simultaneously and their reaction upon one an- 
other. The omplrioal data of the survey have already been published in "The 
Soolologioal Bevies" (Tol.XZXIl). 

The present monograph is a detailed analysis of the main demograpbio fea- 
tures of the province f the study of irtiloh is essential for the true understand- 
ing of the sooio-eoonomio problems of rural Bgypt. So far no suoh study has 
been made and therefore it was Impossible to coopare the situation in Sharqiya 
with that in any other Egyptian provinoe. However, it is hoped that the pre- 
sent study may stimulate other workers in the same field and that it will not 
be long before a complete demographic study of all Egypt will be available. 

The writer takes the opportunity to acknowledge his indebtedness to Fouad 
1st Hhlversity, Cairo, for financial help, to all members of the Departments 
of Geography in Cairo and Hanohester Universities for inspiring suggestions 
on all aspects of the work, to Hr. A.M. Carr-Saunders, Director of the London 
School of Eoonomios and Polltioal Science, exd Dr. Raymond Firth for reading 
the manusorlpt and to the editorial board of "The Sociological Review" for 
permission to include in the present monograph tables (XXTIII, XXIX and XXXII- 
XXXF.), addoh were published in the Review. His thanks are particularly due 
to Professor H* J. Fleurs for kind encouragement and continuous assistance through- 
out all stages of his researches. 


Septembw, 1941 
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GE»i!RAL RaURES 


I 

THE OBJECT OP THE STDDT AW) THE APPRAISAL OP OUR SOORCSS OP INPCSUIATIOH, 

Population is one of the basic factors which are frequently used to account 
for social changes* The growth of population^ its movement and the relation 
between the number and the qtiality of the people and the available nat\iral re- 
souroes are matters of paramount Importance, not only in theoretical scientific 
studies but also in all practical, sound policies for national and international 
welfare. The object of the present study is twofold. Firstly it is an attempt 
to start local demographic studies, in different parts of Egypt in order to have 
a clear idea about the actual position of the population problem in different 
provinces of the country. Secondly such a demographic study is a fundamental 
step for a true understanding of the social conditions pravA.! i < w g iw ary nr >nminTi'i 4 y- 
Aotually we are not primarily concerned with the pure numerical study of the 
population of Sharqiya. Our real aim is to present a picture of some of the 
more Important aspects of the social life of this particular rural comnunity so 
far as they help us to understand the standard of living of its people. That is 
vr® do not confine the term ** demography ** to the narrow sense in which it was 
first used by AohlUe Quillard^ in his *'£lements de Statistique Ihimalne ou 
D&oographie Coapar4e** (1855) • Bat between the number of the population and the 
sta n d ar d of living of the oomnunlty there exists a cmplex relationship so in— 
trioate and so thoroughly reciprocal, that it is impossible to understand the 
latter without a complete knowledge of the growth of the population, its density, 
its distribution by sex and age, its fertility and mortality. Such aspects of 
the study of the population must precede the two other phases of the question, 
i.e. the bio-social phase, which is concerned with the differential rates of 
movement, and the socio-economic phase, in which the interrelations between 
population and social and economic institutions are studied.2 

A comprehensive study of the foregoing aspects cf the population of Sharqiya 
is not possible at the present. Ho data are available for measuring the 
differential rates of the population movement and, as we shall soon realize, 
neither the figures given in the census nor the birth and death records are of 


^The meaning which Gulllard attached to the term was little more thAT> what is 
comprised in the ordinary vital statistics, gleaned from Census and registration re- 
ports. The term has now come to have a much wider meaning that even includes, 
according to some writers, genealogy, eugenics, anthropometry and statistical 
pathology. Such broad Inclusions of content should be avoided. Seet- 
fa) Wolfe,A.B. "Demography", in Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences, 
lb) "Demography" in Encyclopaedia Brltshnica, Eleventh Edition, 
to) Levasaeur, S. "Dlmographie" , in La Grande Encyclop^dle , 7ol.l4. 

(d; Newsholme,Slr Arthur. The Elements of Vital Statistics, p.20. 

2 

For the different approaches to the study of population seet- 
Ca) Phelps, H.A. Principles and Lavs of Sociology, 1936, p*193* 
lb) Carr-Saunders,A.U. World Population, 1936 , Introduction. 

(o) Wolfe, A. B. "Population", in Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences. 
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•ny help as far as specific fertility and mortality rates are concerned. This 
latter biological aspect of the problem^ however » falls beyond the proper scope 
of our study. The qualitative aspect is perhaps of greater importance from our 
standpoint y but bearing in mind that we are dealing with a local population - 
the overwhelming majority of which are "fallaheen" with more or less the 
standard of living - we are not likely to find any significant difference 

between the fertility rates of the different groups. Such a difference may 
exist between the rural and urban populations of Egypt but so far information 
is completely lacking as to the rates of contribution by diffarent social and 
occupational groups. 3 

Confining our study, therefore, to the quantitative aspect of the popula- 
tion, we must turn to statistics for the necessary *• straw out of which we have 
to m^e the bricks” of the demographic analysis of the provinces. But before 
entering upon this analysis we must appraise the accuracy of the available 

statistical data in order to differentiate between the figures which are the 
result of oarefUl counting and subsequent verification and those figures which 
are the result of guesses. Such an appraisal of statistics needs a short 

review of otu: ao\iroes of information, namely the different censuses and the 
vital statistical records. 

THE CENSUS. 

Some attempts were made to estimate the population of modern Egypt during 
the French Caa 5 )aign and in the time of Muhammad Ali, Such attempts were based 
on the enumeration of houses without taking a proper census in the scientific 
sense of the term. These crude estimates, however, are not available for 
different provinces and we have no figures for the population of Sharqiya prior 
to 1882. Only in the census of that year had the population been enumerated on 
a single date. The second census was taken in 1697 ^<1 since that date Egypt 
has carried out a systematic enumeration every ten years (1907,1917,1927,1937). 
Unfortunately we have to limit ourselves in most oases to the first five 
censuses. The results of the last census have not yet been published and, owing 
to the vast amount of calculations required, we could not get from the Statis- 
tical Department more than the preliminary total results of different districts. 4 

^This aspect of the problem has aroused interest among eugenists and students of 
population in the recent years. The prevailing ides attributes that differential 
fertility in the main to more deliberate family limitation in some classes and 
groups than others. Information is still required concerning the natural endow- 
ment of different groups. See 

(a) Sanger, Mrs. Margaret. Proceedings of the World Population Conference, I 927 
(papers by Carr-Saunders, March, (irotjahn,etc») 

(b) Pitt-Rlver8,G.H. Problems of Population, 1932. (Papers by Notestein, 
Hankins, etc. ) 

(o) Phelps,H.A. Principles and Laws of Sociology, I 936 , pp. 202-203. 

^Slnoe the completion of the present monograph, some results of the 1937 census 
have been published. It was not possible to Include these results in the text, 
but all additional information has been given in tabular form in Appendix II. 
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It may be noticed that the census in Sgypt is based upon the de-faoto (la 
population de fait) and not the de-jure (la population de droit}methodi3 Theo- 
retically » it would be preferable to obtain the de-jure population but praetio- 
ally an attempt to do this might and probably would involve more Inaaouzmoies than 
those result!^ from the de-facto method. 6 Actually in such a settled popula- 
tion as that of Sharqiya with no .significant seasonal migration and in as snioh 
as the census enumeration takes place at a. normal time of the year, it is most 
probable that the two populations do not differ significantly./ The difference 
(if there is any) between the results of the two methods may have some effect on 
the figures for death rates, idilch are to a certain extent distributed according 
to permanent residence; but even in this case, the difference, according to the 
census of 1927 » is "insignificant and may be neglected in practice."^ 

In a country like Egypt, with a high percentage of illiteracy, with long 
periods of oppression, farced labour and ruthless conscription and with some pe- 
ctiliar social cust(ms, people still look on the census operations with great apattgr 
and much suspicion. They naturally lose sight of the solidarity of public and 
private interests and see only one aide of the usefulness of the census, i.e. its 
service to the government. 9 Such an attitude must have affected the returns of 
all censuses and it will not be difficult to realize this fact in discussing the 
population trend, the marital status and the distribution of population by sex 
and age. 

But the technical side of census -taking, the way in which it had been carried 
out, the time chosen for enumeration and the material tabulated and published oast 
grave doubts on the accuracy of some of the census results especially in its first 
stages. The absence of continuity, for instance, makes it difficult, sometimes 
impossible, to accomplish a satisfactory comparative study of some of the most 

a 

' The ie-faoto population consists of all present in a given district at a 
given moment. The de-jure populati<» consists of all usually resident in the 
district, including those temporarily absent and excluding those only momentari- 
ly present. 

Bowley,Arthur L. Elements of Statistics 1920, p.2% 

^ Newsholme,Sir Arthur, op.oit pp. 29-30. 

7 

The de-facto method may be responsible for the great increase of the popula- 
tion of the chief town of Zagazlg in the Census of 1897 in contrast with the de- 
crease of the population in the Census of 1907(3eep,!liQ The foner Census coincided with 
the annual fair (Uawlad) of one of the Saints buried in Zagazlg, when the town 
was visited by great numbers of people from different parts of the country. Seet 
Sabrl,Sl-Sayyid. Analysis of the Census Results in Egypt (in Arabic), p.209. 

0 

Population Census of Egypt, 1927 Part I, p.6. 

^ Census of Egypt, 1917 , Yol.II, p.xiii. 
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important social aapeota. The ounhers of rooms oooupied» for exaople, eere tab- 
ulated only in the oensos of I917 aod therefore the oondltion of housing and 
the amount of oroedlng cannot be preolsely eatlmated. MoreoTer» prior to the 
oensus of 1917 » the personal sohedule eas adopted* That in^lied the neoessity 
of negleoting all details oonoeming •♦the very iiiqportant question of the fami- 
ly's acoommodatlon and ooiiq;>osition*** 

As regards the date of enumeration it is extremely important that the day 
should correspond to the time when the population is la its noxmal status. In 
most oases this essential rule was wisely followed but in some other cases the 
time chosen was the least suitable for such an operation. The census of 1882 « 
for instance y was taken at a time when the country whs in a very disturbed con- 
diti(»i, so that its results cannot be regarded as reliable. Boinet Bey, the 
man responsible for this census, emphasises the fact that the public did not 
show any antagonism towards enumeration but on the contrary welcomed the cen- 
sus* We, howevfflc, find it most difficxilt to accept the statement since the time 
could hardly have been more badly chosen for far reaching operations like the 
oensxist early in the preceding year a military revolt had been in progress, in 
January 1882 the Governments of Britain and Prance presented their Joint note 
to the Khedive, Alexandria was bombed in July of the same year and the Battle 
of Tell-Sl— KLbir was fought in September. 

The effect of the last war on the returns of the I917 census must also be 
taken into account. Hot a few people had objected to the taking of the census 
and, at the date of enumeration, the demand for labovir by the military author- 
ities caused the tso^porary emigration of a great number of Egyptian labotirers. 
This, however, had been aocoonted for by the regular enumeration of those men 
and the ^ta for them were easily distributed afterwards throxighout the whole 
country. (10) 

One may add to the above remarks the shifting of the day of enumeration 
from oensus to census. Owing to the movement of the Moslem lunar calendar el- 
even days forward every year, and since it is essential to avoid taking the cen- 
sus during the fasting month of Ramadan or when people are celebrating their 
religious feasts, it has become practically Impossible to take the census on or 
near the same day each tlme.C^l) This factor, however, can be guarded against 
1^ adjusting the returns to a fixed date, irtien strict aocuraoy is needed* 

PurthsxBore there may be some vagueness and ambiguity in the terms used 
in the schedules* If the questions were to be put only to eduoated and method- 
ioal persons, doubtless a full account oould be given of many aspects; but the 
psonliarity of the oensus is that it is universal and the questions most be such 


^^°^C«l8U8 of Igypt, 1917, 7ol.II, p.x. 

^^^The oensus of ,1927, for example, should have taken place about the 7th of 
March, but - q:uoting fran the oensus report - ••seeing that the first of wemAAi,. 
fell on Maroh 3th, it was necessary that the arrangements for taking the oen- 
sus up to the rstum of the filled Schedules should take place before that 
day.** (Census of Xgypt, 1927, p.6) 
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that the least educated will he able to answer. This fact is of speolaliB* 
portanoe in a country like Sgypt. On the one hand we are dealing with a more 
or less uneducated mass of peopley irtiose ei^erienoes are rery limited and whose 
need of extremely simple and clear questions cannot be exaggerated. On the 
other handy one must bear in mind that census operations in Sgypt are oarried 
out by petty officials and semi-illiterate agents y who are liable to make grave 
mistakes if the wording of the schedules is not plain. 

It is true that census-taking in Sgypt has developed immensely since 1882. 
Modem oounting and tabulating machines (used since 1917} hare elimixiatedy to 
a great extent y the errors that creep into the tables. Much more care has been 
given to the choice of the census agents and the checking of their work. Active 
propaganda precedes the census operation and no effort is spared to secure as 
accurate information as is possible. But such progress is in itself a sotiroe ' 
of inaccuracy in the comparative aspect of the study. The tasting of the aoour- 
acy of a census is difficult because there is no standard more trustworthy by 
which its results can be measxired. We may sometimes discredit a omsus for the 
inconsistenoies between its different results or for the divergences betweenits 
figures and those of earlier or later enumerations. But when it comes to the 

question of estimating the degree of inacouraoyy it becomes impossible to make 
a reliable estimate which will enable tui to adjust the returns given in the dif- 
ferent stages of a still progressing census. 

VITAL STATISTICS* 

The second source of our demogr^hlo study of Sharqlya is the statistics 
given in the atmual records of births y marriages and deaths. Such statistics 
are based on continuous registration and their aoouracyy thereforey depends in 
the first place on the completeness of registration. For obvious reasons mar- 
riage records are far more accurate and complete than are birth or death records. 
Marriage in Egypt becomes valid only throu^ reglstrationy azid for the legal 
right of inheritance we are almost sure that marriage returns are aoourate. 

Birth reglstrationy on the contrary y is far from satisfactory. A signi- 
ficant percentage of the total births is not reportedy and despite the great 
improvement in birth reglstrationy since it started y 'Vine high official y as re- 
cently as 1933 f estimated that percentage as at least lOy while several physi- 
cians wotild place the figure even higher." (12) It is not the indlfferenoe of 
the public to registration that explains this phenomenon. The main reason is 
the strong desire to escape conscriptioni and as long as exemption is only se- 
cured.- exoept in some special oases - by the payment of an exemption tax be- 
yond the means of a great number of the fallaheeny the easiest way obviously is 
not to report the birth of the ohild. It is true that compulsory registration 
of births - as well as deaths - was set up in Igypt in 1912 y but the notifioa- 


( 12 ) 


Clelandy William Wendell. The Population Problem in Bgypty 1936y p.25. 
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tlon of births in most oasss is left to an Ignorant midwife* (ij) The signifi* 
oanoe of the foregoing statement will be clearer when we compare the birth-rate 
in those parts of Sharqiyay where birth registration is carried out by Health 
Offices, with the birth-rate in the other looalities of the province, where such 
offices do not exist* In the latter parts, with more rural oharaotmristics, high** 
er birth-rate was espeoted. Available statistics, however, show an opposite 
trend and the inaccuracy of birth registration is believed to be the main fact- 
or for suoh an unexpected tendency* Vurthermore one has to remwber that what 
is called the Arab element in the Egyptian population, which is very strong in 
Sharqiya, is more apathetic - if not hostile - to birth registration* When it 
was made compulsory that all Arabs bom should be registered, the official 
Sheikhs of the Hanadi tribes of the province resigned as a protest against what 
they considered a "grave violation of the rights of the Arabs" i\^4J 

But supposing that the actual state of registration gives us a rather re- 
liable basis for the demogriq>hio study, do the published birth records help us 
to present a satisfactory picture of the fertility of the population of Shar- 
qlya? The crude birth-rate is easily calculated by referring the births which 
occur in any year to the total population and expressing the result per 1,000 
of the population. Suoh a crude rate is now considered an inqpwfect measure of 
fertility and inadequate means of gauging the vitality of a given community* The 
gross reproduction rate, as elaborated by Euczynakl, is the best sinple figure 
to convey a measure of fertility. But its computation presupposes the know- 
ledge of the births by age of mothers. (15) In Egyptian birth records the age 
of the mother is not ascertained* It is, therefore, Impossible to know the real 
trend of fertility and one must, for the time being, be content with the crude 
rate with its great liability to serious mistakes* Tlo) Besides, we have to re- 
member the grave doubts which are oast on the registration of i^t are called the 
" still-births**' Owing to the prevailing idea about morality in rural Egypt in 
general and in Arabized localities in particular, the registered still -births do 
not seem to represent more than a very small fraction of the actual numbers .And 


(13) 

' 'Eamal, A.U. A Statistical Beview of Births and Deaths of Children in the 19 
Principal, Towns of Egypt since 1806, p*3 (quoted by Cleland p*23)* 

Personal comminloation given by one of the Sheikhs of A1 -Hanadi dnri wg the 
field study. 

^^^^On this see Euozynski, Robert R, The Measurement of Population Growth, 1935* 
pp. 120-122* 

^^^^The so-called " standardised rate^', which is supposed to give a more accurate 
idea about fertility than the crude rate, is also based on the knowledge of the 
age-groups at births t See 

(a) Rewaholme, Sir Arthur* The Elements of Vital Statistics, 1923, p.86* 

(b) Eucsynski, R.R. The Measurement of Population Growth* Chapter IV. 
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when it oomea to the specific meaning of the term, there is much yagoemaa since 
it is sometimes confused with miscarriage and abortion. Some Public Health 
Reports - according to Cleland - ”list for government welfare centres, besides 
still-births at full term, the record of premature still-births for the first 
three months, second three months and after six months, pi the general re- 
ports it is not clear what kind of still-birth is meant.*'(l7) 

As regards the death registration, it is believed that it is far more ac- 
curate than birth registration. In accordance with Decree No. 2^, promulgated 
August 11, 1912 , notification of deaths of Egyptians and foreigners alike la 
compulsory. Interment in Egypt, except for infants in the very remote locali- 
ties, requires an official permit and in most oases the public raises no dif- 
ficulties in carrying out the registration. Secret interments, however, are 
by no .mews rare and some thousand people are known to be buried secrettjr every 
year. vl8) The incompleteness of death reports is revealed by the comparison of 
the natural increase of the population, as calculated from the difference be- 
tween the reported births and deaths in a certain decennial period, with the 
difference between the returns given in the two censuses for the same period# 
The figure in the former case is usually hi^er. Such a tendency cannot be at- 
tributed to more recorded births and the reason for that divergence is to be 
sought, partly or wholly, in the inaccuracy of death returns. vl9T The inac- 
curacy of death registration is more marked in villages than in towns. A com- 
parison of the death-rate in purely rural localities with the rate in more ur- 
ban oentres shows that it is lower in the former than in the latter. The forces 
of death are tindoubtedly more active in rural Egypt, with its unhealthy condi- 
tions and with the ccmiplete ignorance of the fallaheen of the very elements of 
hygiene. The comparatively higher death-rate in towns can be attributed only 
to more accurate registration in such places, where health offices exist and 
where the figures are more reliable. (20 ) 

Whether the population of Sharqiya is replacing itself or not, cannot be 
stated definitely so long as we have no means of ascertaining the balance of 
births and deaths in the province. We therefore have to confine our study to 
the vital index and the ratios of deaths to births. This may not be sufficient 
to allow a judgment upon vitality, (21)but the natural increase or decrease of 


Cleland, William Wendell, op.cit. p.23* 


(17) 
f 18 ) 

^ '^During three recent years such secret interments were estimated by the 
authorities concerned as high as 30,000. Sees 
Sabri, SI— Sayyid. op. cit. p.A* 

p.4. 

^^^This is more signlfioant in the registration of infantile mortality. See 
Annual Report of the Department of Public Health for 1926 (in Arabic) p.l?. 

(21) 

^ ^Some eminent writers still consider the ratios of deaths to hirtlis the best 
ga«ige of vitality. The well-known Americeui biologist R. Pearl, for instance, 
states tliat such a ratio "measures more effectively than any other demographic 
function yet devised the essential hiologlo.1 fitness of a population, in the 
sense of organic evolution." Quoted Kuczynskl, op.olt. pp. 200-201 from 


Pearl, Raymond. Introduction to Medical Biometry and Statistics, 192.3$ pp.l68- 

I69. 
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* population is an iaportant fact in gauging the actual position of the commun- 
ity* It is of special Interest to the socio-economic phase of the population 
problem in SQipt* 

The foregoing appraisal of our sources of information does not allow \is 
to make final oonolusionsi since most of the important demographic questions 
are to be answered by a non liquet* If this study has any merits at all» they 
consist in representing a picture of the actual state of our knowledge of the 
demogrt^hlc situation in Sharqiya. 
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GROWPfi OP POPOUTIOHi 

The earliest avallahle estimate of the poptilation of Sbarqiya is that of 
1046« This estimate^ which was based on a census of houses* reported the 
pojmlatlon of the province proper as 591»559»(22) In the preliminary results 
of the latest census of 1937* the total population of Sharq,iya amounts to 
l»U-9»456» \23/ Thus, in about ninety yeco's* there is an inorease of population 
of 727»B97 or 163* 9J^ (more than 2^ per annum)* 

Table I gives the population estimates and the interoensal inorease for 
the whole province during the period 1846-1937* It is easy to notice the 
rapid growth of population, which has alrost tripled in less than a century* 
Keither exteznal nor internal inmigratlon seems to be an istportant factor in 
s^oh a rapid growth* The number of foreigners in Shav<jiya is relatively very 
small and the amount of inorease of this element is 

TABLE I* 


General Trend of Population in Sharqiya, 1846-1937 ^^4) 


Bata 

Population 

Intercensal Increase 

Remains 

Amount 

Average Rate 
% per annum* 

1846, 

Bee* 16 

391,559 




1872, 

March 11 

401,287 

9,728 

0*10 (appr. ) 

BoubtfUl 






figures 

1882, 

May 3 

443,702 

42,415 

1.41 ( " ) 


1897, 

June 1 

728,349 

284,647 

4.3 


1907 , 

April 29 

855,981 

127,632 

1*8) 


1917 , 

March 7 

955,497 

99,516 

1 * 2 ) 

More 

1927 , 

Feb * 19 

i,Ol6,9i2 

61,415 

0.6) 

accurate 

1937 , 


1 , 119,456 

102,544 

1.0) 



22 

imici, F* Essal de Statistlqiie GdnArale de L'Bgypte, Cairo, 1879, Vol* I, 
footnote p*7* 

^^Annuaire Statistlque 1937 *■ 1938 • 

^^e figures for 1846 and 1872 are taken from imloi, F* op* cit pp*7-9, Tol.I 
but the average rates of inorease for 1872 and 1882 have been calculated by 
the writer. All figures for 1897 1 1907« 1917 and 1927 are taken from the 
Population Census of Egypt, 1927* Part I, Table VII* The figures for 1937 are 
based on the preliminary results as given in the Annuaire Statistlque d'Sgypte, 
1937-38* 
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table II illustrates this latter fact. It shows the numerical position of the 
foreign element in proportion to the whole population of the province. There 
was a ste6Miy increase of this element at the end of the nineteenth and at the 
begizming of the twentieth centuries » owing to the great economic opportunities 
for foreign capital and European activity. Since 1907 the number cf foreigners 
has mormously deoreasedf partly because of less economic profits and partly 
beoause most of the Ottomans preferred to be local subjects under the. new pol- 
itical status of Egypt. 


TABLE II. 


Position of the Foreign Elanent in the Population of Sharqiya 


(25) 


Date of 


Number of 


Interoensal Increase or 


the Census 

Foreigners 

of the whole 
Population 

Nzimber 

f 

of the whole 
increase. 

1662 

1,604 

0.41 

— 

— 

1697 

4,029 

0.55 

+ 2,225 

0.78 

1907 

5,338 

0.62 

+ 1,309 

1.03 

1917 

3,793 

0.40 

- 1,545 

- 

1927 

2,657 

0.27 

“ 1,156 



As regards internal immigration, nothing definite can be said about 
.the extent and prevalence of such a phenomenon, since no data eore availahLe prior 
to 1907< The wide scope of reclamation in such districts as Tell-El'-Eibir and 
the northern parts of Kafr Saq,r might have attracted many families l^om the more 
crowded provinces of Egypt, but most of the Immigrants seem to have come from 
the more densely populated districts of Sharqlya. The figures given in the 
census of 1927 even suggest that Sharqlya is not now gaining from the exchange 
of population idiich is taking place between the different parts of the countiji 
There is a net gain of 1^,666 in the census of 1917* 


' •''The zxumber of foreigners is taken from the different censuses. It was 
necessary sometimes to adjust the figures given in some censuses. In 1897, for 
Instance, the number of foreigners in Zagazig (Bandar) was added to the figure 
given for the districts of the province. In I 907 the Badw and the Sudaimsewere 
grouped as Egyptians and not as foreigners. In calculating the percentages the 
figures given in Table I were taken as bases. 




TABLE III 


U 


Movement of ImmlgTation and fiaigratlon in Sharqijm* 


( 26 ) 


Bate of Census 

Immigrants 

Emigrants 

Set 

Loss or Gain 

1917 

58,778 

43,112 

•I- 15,666 

1927 

48,583 

51,187 

- 2,604 


Nevertheless I one ought to remember that Sharqlya was more affected bgr the 
last war than most pc^ts of Egypt. This might have increased the demand for 
labourers 9 who were enumerated in the province and therefore raised the number 
of immigrants. 

It is now evident that the reasons for the rapid increase of the popula- 
tion of the province are to be sought in the great reproductive power of the 
people of Sharqiya, in some technical fault in the process of ezxumeration or in 
both these factors. There is sufficient evidence that the economic develop- 
ment of modem Egypt, its social progress and the great efforts that have been 
made to improve the hygienic conditions in the country, have raised the birth- 
rate and lowered the death-rate. A significant natural increase ia obviously 
expected and the rapid growth of the population can easily be understood. This 
aspect of the question may be discussed in detail when dealing with births and 
deaths. We need now to examine the trend of population in order to see wheth- 
er there may ]>e any abnormality which needs explanation. The value of the fig- 
\ires for I846 and 1872 is very doubtful. They were not the returns of real cen- 
suses, no detailed tables were published for these estimates and no information 
ia given as to the way in which enumeration was carried out. One, therefore, 
is obliged to limit the study to the figtares giveh in the different censuses. 
Thus we start from 1682. 

The study of the figures given in table I for the average rates of inter- 
cansal increase shows that the highest rate wm attained during the fifteen 
years following 1882, v/ith an Increase of *4*55® annum. During the following 
three decades {lQ97 - 1927) the increase continued at much lower rates, whdoh 
were particularly marked in the decade after 1917 with an increase of OmS% per 
annum. The preliminary results of the 1937 census give a rather higher rate 
of increase (l.O^ per annum) for the ten years that followed 1927* 

It may firstly be asked what were the causes that had led to the marked 
reduction in the annual rate of increase after 1897? Thie director general of 
the census of I907 raised a similair question when dealing with the movement of 
population in the whole of Egypt. In his opinion, ••the reply to this question 
is twofold. The country has been developing its resources enormously but dur- 
ing the fifteen years that followed the British occupation its advance waspro- 

"p ^ ■ I ■ ■ - - . -- ■ ■ 1. ■ -n . * - T .1 r-,. I - - - -- -- - - -- - -r— 

figures are taken from the Census of SgJHP't* 1917 > Tol.IIy Table XTIII^ 
Population Census, 1927, Part I, Table X* One may notice that the figure 
given in the Census of I927 for total immigrants to Sharq,iya in 1917 Is 69t844 
instead of 58,778, which is the figure given in 1917 Census. 
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bftUy tma. Boore rapid and it is quite possible that the larger inorease during 
the earlier period is really a reflection of the ahnarmal conditions that fol- 
lowed OP tj^ oootqpatioPt so that a certain slackening 'in growth was to be ex- 
pected.* V27; This may be helpful in explaining the low rate of the inorease of 
the population of Sharqilya after 1907* but not prior to this date. The marked 
foreignera to the province as revealed in the returns of the I907 cen- 
8 Us(« 8J shows that until this date at least the economic development of Shar- 
4lya had been steadily progressing. We, therefore, prefer to be rather cautious 
in applying this explanation In the oase of Sharqlya, but agree completely with 
the director general that *lt is probable t^t the very large inorease between 
1882 and 1897 'Jaa more apparent than real." (29) The conditiens under which the 
oensus of 1882 had bean accomplished have already been discussed and all author- 
ities are u n a n i mo us in regarding that first oensus of Sgypt as an undercount. 
Vo egep ti o na l l y favourable circumstances bad prevailed during the years precedt- 
Ing the Oensus taken in 1897* Oh the contrary cholera spread over SSTPt dur- 
ing the years 1895 and 1896, and the rffect of suoh an apidemio on the death- 
rate oannot be overlooked, especially at a time idxen neither precautionarymea- 
surea nor effective remedies were possible. If, therefore, authorities on vit- 
al statistics conalder an inorease rate of 2.^ per a-ntiiim for the whole coun- 
try in the period between 1882-1897 beyond the reproduotlve power of the Egypt- 
ian nation, one may be Justified in doubting the aoouraoy of such a v>igh rate 
per a nnum for Sharqiya du ring the same period. VurtheHaore, the enum— 
"Xhtion of the so-oalled irabs in the province must be taken into account. As 
has alxwady heen stated this element, which is very strong in themast aninarthr* 
east parts of Sharqiya^ was extremely hostile to the 1882 oensus, and the Badw 
were enumerated separately even lAiere they were living amongst the fallaheen. 
The attitude of the Arabs .mnet have changed enormously since the first oensus, 
and great pumbttw of the Badw gradually beoame fallaheen. The returns of the 
oanstts of 1897 for a province like Sharqlya were undoubtedly Influenced by those 
local factors, and the ^qparently high rate of increase as rewealed in that oen- 
so® i*as partly due te them. The oosparison of the average rate of increase fcr 
the period 1882—1897 ia the different districts of Sharqiya throws much light 
on the -foregoing statement. Faqua, with its strong Arab element and where great 

TABLE 17. 

Peroentage Average Rate of Ihorease (per annum) in Different Districts 

of Sharqlya(30) 


Period 

Pequa 

Belbeis Hihya 

E* Saqr M. S3.-QaBh Zagazlg 

(M) 

Sharqiya 

1882-1897 

7.4 

BISI 

4.9 3.2 4.2 

4.3 


^hmimaa of Egypt, I907, p.23. 

^®8ee TaUe H. 

29 

'Census of Egypt, 1907> P«23. 

^^Popolatioin Oensue of Egypt, 1927 » Part I. Table 7ZI. 



nunbers of Bad* had recently settled, gives the highest rate of Increase (7.^ 
per anaum), whereas other districts suoh as M. BlH^emh and Belheis, with oobh* 
paratively limited opportunities for such new settlers, give average rates of 
only 3.2^ and 3.1^ per annum reopeotively. A detailed study of the average rates 
of increase in Hihya, K»Saqr and Zagazig (m) will show that the hli^er rates are 
almost confined to the eastem localities, iriiich have alwenrs heen more aooess~ 
ihle to the Bade. 

The foregoing discussion, however, diould not imply that the growing nat- 
ural increase of the population of Shaz^iya between 1882 and 1897 has been 
overlooked, ill that we wish to esphasise is the impossibility of attalbuting 
suoh a high average rate of increase as 4.3% per annum solely to the nnualaur- 
plus of births over deaths. Unfortunately Vgypt no registration of births 
and deaths prior to I9O6, but the . trend of fertility and mortality as revealed 
In the reosnt available statistics, makes an annual natural inorease of 43 per 
thousand unimaginable. It is safer, therefore, to consider the 1882 ornttsus as 
disqualified for comparison with the later censuses and to start the oompara^ 
tive demographic analysis from the census of I897. 

Returning again to the trend of population in the province, the contrast 
between the rather marked decline of the mwiiaI rate daring the decade follow- 
Ing 1917 and the rise of the. rate in the following decade is s(»i0Vhat obscure. 

It seems probable that the decrease of rate in the former deoade was not nor- 
mal. The number of the births was comparatively smaller daring the years of 
the last war, owing to the decrease in the number of marriages, on the (me 
hand, and to the absence of not a small number of married labourers from their 
villages on the other hand. Moreover the eprestd of the Influensa epidemio in 

K rs I9I8 and 1919 niust have raised the death-rate to a signlfioant degree. 

economic depression after the last war ml£^t also have affeoted the 
population more severely during the years 1919 to I927 than it did in the de- 
oade following 1927* If, therefore, the low rate of inorease, as revealed in 
the census of 1927 1 Is examined in the light of the above discussion, one may 
assume that the decline of the annual inorease of population has slackened in 
the last years. The reasons for this phenomenon are not sufficiently oleetr. 
The Improvement of the sanitary conditions, the relatively higher sooial stan- 
dasrd of the people, and the decrease of infantile mortality may be the out- 
standing factors underlying this change. More adequate registration of births 
natiurally increases the net gain of population, but in considering this factor, 
one has to remember that there is edso more accuracy in the death reoozds,id]ioh 
usually mixiimizes the significance of such a net gain. 

For the comparative study of population trends in Sharqlya and the whole 
of Sgypt, Table T has been prepared. The common feature in both trends is the 


^^Annual Rq^rt of The Bq^artmeut of Health, 1926 p.8. (ia. Arabic) 
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T A B L S T. 


Ayextt^e Bate of Inoreaee for the Fopulatiozia of Sharqiya and whole 

Bgypt (I8a2 - 1937). (52) 


Oistriot 


Interoenaal Increase 

Average Bate per Annum 


Increase 


1882-1897 

1897-1907 1907-1917 1917-1927 

1927-1937 

1882-1937 

Sharqlya 

4.3 

1.6 1.2 0.6 

1.0 

152.3 

Egypt 

2.9 

1.6 1.4 1.1 

1.2 

137.2 


exwrmoas Inoreaee in saoh a short period. The contrlhutlon of the period Be- 
tween 1682 and 1697 la marked hat the real elgnifioanoe of euoh a contribution 
has already been doubted. The Increase of population In the fifty-five years, 
1882-1937 f seens to have been relatively greater in Shari^lya than in the whole 
country. This fact Is easily understood when one remembers the foregoing dls- 
oussion of the settlement of many Badw in Shari^iya and when it is known that 
Sharqlya has been one of the few Xgyptiac provinces having wide areas under re- 
olaaatlon and great opportunities for economic enterprise. It is noticed, how- 
ever, that since 1907 the average rate of increase for the population of Shar- 
qiya has fallen below that of the whole of Egypt, althou^ the difference in 
most cases is rather small. This change may be taken to Indicate that the e- 
oonomlo potentialities of the province have lately fallen behind the general 
economic development of the country. The lands under reclamation in some other 
provinces are more attraotlve and more remunerative. The increased acreage in 
those parts of Upper Egypt that have been recently brought under perennial ir- 
rigation has eheoked the emigration from these localities to Lower Egypt. The 
rspld growth of the chief \irban centres has greatly influenced the movement of 
the rural population. The above-mentioned factors may explain, partly at least, 
why Sharqlya sem&a now to be losing in the process of exchange between its pop- 
ulation and the Inhabitants of other parts of Egypt. (33) 

The study of Table Til indicates how the total Interoensal increase is dis- 
tributed over the different districts of Sharqlya. It is easily noticed that 
every district shares in the general rise. The following table, however, shows 
that the amount of increase varies enoxmously from district to district. Com- 
paring the returns given for each district in the censuses of 1897 snd 1937 the 
districts of Sharqlya may be'groiq;>ed as follows! 

1. Blstriots with an increase of more than 60^ over the total population of 


figures for 1682, 1897, 1907, 1917, 1927 are taken from the Population 
Census of Egypt, 1927, Part I, Table 7II. The figures for 1937 are quoted 
from the Annuaire Statistique d'Sgypte 1937'*193B. 

^^aee Table HI. 



1897» is Interesting to note that the rate of increase rises northwards and 


TABLE VI, 

Growth of Population in Different Districts 
1897 - 1937 . 


District 

Population 

1897 

1937 

Amount 

of Increase 

i 

of 

Increase 

Faqus. 

90,250 

193,035 

102,785 

113.89 

K. Saqr. 

82,599 

135,241 

52,642 

63.49 

Zagazig (B. ) 

38,454 

59,321 

20,887 

54.35 

" (M.) 

176,692 

268,097 

91,405 

51.73 

Belbeis. 

109,839 

155,921 

46,082 

41.95 

Hihya. 

97,838 

131,732 

53,894 

34.64 

M. El-Qamh. 

132,687 

176,109 

43,422 

52.73 

Sharqiya. 

728,339 

1,119,456 

391,117 

53:69 


north-eastwards in the province. Faqus stands out as having the highest per- 
centage. The explanation for that has already been given. 34 The increase of 
area under cultivation was greater in Faqus and K.Saqr than in other districts 
of Sharqiya,and great numbers of immigrants, especially from amongst the Badw, 
raised the returns of enumeration from year to year. 

2 . Districts with an increase of less than 40^ over the total population of 
1897* The lowest percentage of increase is in the south-western part of the 
province, with its very limited opportxmities for any increase of the cultiva- 
ted land. The western parts of Zagazig district, if examined separately, would 
have fallen in this category. The eastern peurts, on the other hand - with the 
wide area \mder reclamation in Tell-El-Kibir and the different localities at 
the edge of the arable land such as Abu Hammad and £1-Qurein - may be classi- 
fied in the first category. 

3. Districts with an increase of 40’-6055 over the total population of 1897 * 
One may notice that the town of Zagazig, with its less rural characteristics, 
falls in this category. The growth of this town does not actually show any 
exceptionally rapid increase of population in any intercensal period. With the 
exception of the decade following 1917 * average rate of increase for Faqus 
has always been higher than that of the town of Zagazig. The importance of the 
chief town as a commercial or Industrial centre is comparatively limited. Other 
urban centres, such as Cairo, Suez, Ismailia and Fort Said, are easily access- 
ible and far more attractive to migrants. 


P .12 


34 
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(35) This table is based on figures given in the 'Population Census, 1927 Part I, Table 7II' and in 
'Annualre Statistique, 1937''1938« 






The general trend of population in the different dlatricte is, on the 
whole y similar to that of the whole province* The district of K* Saq.r» how^ 
ever, does not seem to have been affeoted either by the last war or by the iii- 
f luen za ep id emio of I9IS— 1919 » It has maintained a rather constant rate of in- 
crease ( 1 . 2 ^ per annum) in the three decades following I907. The only trend 
that shows marked deviation from the general trend is that of the town of Zag- 
azig. The return of the I907 census coopared with that of 1897 indicates a de- 
619 in the population of the town* The explanation of this feature 
has already been given in the first section of this study*( 3 o) Furthermore, 
one may notice that the average rate of increase for the decade foUcedng 1927 
had dropped from 2 » 3 % to 1*2^ per annum, while it showed an opposite tendency 
in almost all other parts of the province* The factors \anderlying this latter 
feature are obscure* Nevertheless, such a tendency supports the 'foregoing dis- 
cussion about the significance of this chief town as urban centre* 

Crude Birth and Death-^ates* 

The very limited value lef triads birth and death-rates in gauging fer- 
tility and mortality has been proved by recent demographic researches* Refer- 
ence has already been made to the impossibility of calculating the 'net repro- 
duction rate* , which is now considered the only aoourate gauge for measuring 
the balance of births and deaths. However, tables Till and DC may serve a gen- 
eral purpose by indicating the actual position of births and deaths inSbarqi^ 
during the last twenty-two years* Further information will still be needed to 
understand the real foroea determining what Raymond Pearl calls "the essential 
biological fitness of the population, in the sense of organic evolution* •* 

The most striking feature reveeded by the figures is the extremely high 
birth as well as Ugh death-rates* The association between these two jjhenomena 
is universally (37) observed but, so far, the precise nature of such an associ- 
ation is not clear* In the case of Sharqlya it may be that the high birth-rate 
renders the care of children by the mother more difficult, a fact is sup- 

ported by the extremely high rate of infantile mortality in the province* 

There has been a rather marked fluctuation in the birth-rate in. Sharqiya, 
though it has been more or less constant in the last deoeule* The eff eot of the 
last war may account for the oooparatively lower rates in 1916 - 1919, vdiereas 
more accurate birth registration seems to have been the primary factor in rais- 
ing the figure of the birth-rate since 1920 * This becomes more understandable 
when it is remembered that the marriage law of 1923 raised the £ige of marriage 
to 16 and 10 for females and males respectively* The distribution of wives hy 
age may throw soma light on the trend of the birth-rate because it indicates 
the proportion of married women of childbearing age* But one has to bear in 
mind the fact that women between 13 and 43 are not all equally fertile.No data 


^ Footnote 7 » F »3 
37 

Carr-Sannders, A.IC* "Population", in Sncyolopaedia Britannloa, 13th Edition* 
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bearing upon these points are available for the people of Sharqiya. 

The effect of the influ^a epidemic is markedly evident in the returns 
for deaths in 1918« Despite the steady improveiaent in sanitary oondltlons com- 
paratively higher death-rates are noticed during 1932-1956, a feature which has. 
already been attributed to the progressive recording of deaths. This fact is 
clearly proved by the study of local death-rates. On the one hand the town of 
Zagazig (Zagazig B. ) stands out as having the highest death-rate in the pro- 
vince! on the other Paqus shows a markedly low death-rate. The former feature 
is undoubtedly due to the existence of a government health office in the chief 
town which carries out the death registration more efficiently. 58 The low rate 
for Paqus is influenced by the strong Badw and sani-Badw elements living in the 
district. Those elements have always been indifferent, sometimes antagonistic, 
to the registration of d.eath8. This attitude seems to have undergone a signifL- 
cantr? ohaage, which can easily be noticed in death returns for more recent years. 

As to the causes of death in Sharqiya, nothing definite can be stated, be- 
cause deaths are not classified according to their causes except where death 
registration is carried out by health offices. In such localities diarrhoea, 
enteritis, bronchitis and senility are the most prevalent diseases. 39 

It may be noticed that the birth-rate is slightly higher in the town of 
Zagazig than in other rural parts of the province. More accurate birth record- 
ing can partly aoeount for this feature but the difference in age distrlbutiorAO 
must be taken into account. When it is possible to adjust the birth-rates toage 
distribution of the married proportion of the population in both urban and rur- 
al centres, it is likely that the corrected rate in the tovvn will fall below that 
of the rural4A districts. 


38 

It may be argued that town life, with less open air and more crowded popula- 
tion, is bound to raise the death-rate, but one should not forget the horrible 
sanitary oondltlons prevailing in the Sgyptian village. 

39 

Report on the Work of the Ministry of Public Health for 1936. pp.l8 - 

20 . 

^3se Table XTT. 

^hs hl^ birth-rate in towns is partly created by the practice of crediting 
all births in a matexnlV hospital to the town in which the hospital is located 
rather than to the Communities from which the patients have come. 
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Birth and Oeath-Kates in Sharqiya for the Period 1916-1937,^ (per 

1,0CX) population). 

Average Average Scoess 

ear Birtha Birth- Deaths Death- of Births Average 

Rate over .inorease 

Deaths. 


39.4 ) 


24.4 ) 
23.2 i 


8.0 j 
11.6 ) 


40.9- 


39.7 ) 


42.0 ) 


22.7 ) 


17.5 ) 

) 

11.9 ) 


39.6 ) 
41.3 

41.6 


25.9 ) 

30.3 

26.7 


13.7 ) 


^Based on figures given in different annual reports about the annual return 
of births and deaths in Sharqijra (Statistical Separtnent Publloatlon8»Calro). 



Birth and Baath'^taa in Different Uetriota of Shar^ijra in 1920, 1925, 1930 and 19^5 



different districts of Sharqiya. 
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Distribution of Sex Proportions 

The following table gives the numbers of males and females, the defioiai(^ 
or excess of the former sex and the ratio of females to every 1»CXX) males as 

revealed in the returns of the last five censuses of the provinces* With the 

exception of the 1697 census, females predominate in the population of Shar> 

qiya. There has been a stea^ rise in the ratio of this sex to the male sex, 


Distribution of Males and Females in the Population of Shar^iya in 
the last Five Censuses 1897-1937 


Date of the 
Census 

Males 

Females 

Excess or 
Deficiency 
of Males 

Females 

to 

1,000 Hales 

1897 

364,342 

364,007 

+ 335 

999 

1907 

426,941 

429,040 

- 2,099 

1,005 

1917 

471,847 

483,650 

- 11,803 

1,025 

1927 

495,495 

521,417 

- 25,922 

1,053 

1937 

549,169 

570,287 

- 21,118 

1,038 


except in the retiirns of the 193? census, where the ratio, falls to 1,038 fe- 
males for 1,000 males as against 1,033 in the 1927 census* It is difficult 
to explain with certainty the reason for this relative increase of females dur- 
ing the foxxr decades 1897 - 1937* Probably it was due to less reticence in 
the acknowledgment of the females belonging to the various households* 44 

The difference noticed between the numbers of the two saxes might be due 
to an excess of female births in the population of Sharqiya* Unfortunately we 
have no complete birth records for the whole period* Nevertheless, the avail- 
able returns of births for the two sexes show that there has always been an 
excess of living male births (Table X)* Accepting this as a fact, why, it may 
be asked, is there £ui excess of females in Sharqiya? The same feature is no- 
ticed in the distribution of sexes in the population of north-western Suropean 
nations and it is usually attributed to a much higher ziumber of male 
deaths, either because women are more hardy than men or because the latter 
are usually more exposed 'to accidents owing to the nature of their eiqployment* 
Males are also known to bear a higher proportion to fMtales among still births 
and "evidence derived from observation upon miscarriage and other sources goes 
to show that males suffer a disproportionately heavy mortality at a still 


44 

^ This feature was observed by the director general of the 1907 census* See 
Census of Xgypt, 1907* p*91* 
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earlier stage during pre-natal life.**^^ 

T A B L S X. 

Births and Deaths (per Sex) in Sharqiya in 1934 <uid 1937* 


Tear 

Births 

Deaths 

llale 

Female 

Hale 

Female 


.1934 

23,669 


21,626 

16,198 


14,125 

1937 

24,003 


22,090 

16,138 


13,373 


In Table XI the sex-ratio of the population of Sharqiya is compared with 
that of the govemorate84<^ on the one hand and with that of the whole country 
on the other. In the govemoratest althou^ there has been a steady rise in the 
ratio of females to malesy the latter sex is still predosiinant. Such a feature 

TABLE XI. 

Sex-Batio in Sharqiya, Goremorates and Whole Egypt in the Last Five 

Censuses, 1897~1937« 


Locality 

Females to 1,000 Males 

1697 

1907 

1917 

1927 

1937 

Sharqiya 

999 

1,005 

1,025 

1,053 


Govemorates 

883 

889 

938 

906 


Egypt 

969 

992 

997 

1,009 



is understandable. Immigrants to cities from the country or from abroad are 
mostly men, and the great numbers of men students and soldiers, who live tem- 
porarily in the urban centres, must increase the number of males. As regards 


45 

On this point seet 

(»,) Carr-Saunders, A.H. "Population** in Encyclopaedia Britannioa, 13th edition, 
(b) " and Jones. A Survey of the Social Structure of England A Wales, 

1927, PP.3-4. 


46 


The Govemorates are the main urban centres of the Country. 
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the eex-ratioy Sharqlya, like the rest of Sgypt) falls in the same category as 
Soropean nations. In most countries with non~£)uropean populations) males ex- 
ceed females, and this is sometimes taken to indicate a low standard of oivll- 
ization. The excess of males in Japan, for instance, is sometimes ascribed to 
the high toll of female life resulting from their treatment by the men, but 
the truth is more complex and many sooio-eooncxaic factors mter into the ques- 
tion. At the same time it should be noticed that in India, which has a defic- 
iency of females, it is estimated that 330-600 women die in child-birth every 
day. 

The sex-ratios in the different districts of Sharqlya are given in Table 
XII. The town of Zagazig, with more urbanized characteristics, shows a pre- 
dominance of males over females. 

TABLE XII 

Sex-Ratios in Different Districts of Sharqlya in the Last Five 
Censuses, 1897 - 1937.48 


District 


Females to 

1.000 Males 



1897 

1907 

1917 

1927 

1937 

Belbeis 

1,022 

1,034 

1,049 

1,080 

1,062 

Faqus 

991 

962 

997 

1,031 

1,024 

Hlhya 

990 

1,003 

1,025 

1,064 

1,050 

K. Saqr 

906 

999 

1,020 

1,053 

1,034 

M. El-<)afflh 

1,005 

1,023 

1,028 

1,061 

1,042 

Zagazig (B. ) 

929 

926 

945 

916 

950 

" (M.) 

1,009 

1,017 

1,045 

1,071 

1,050 

Sbarqiya 

999 

1,005 

1,025 

1,053 

1,038 


Contrary to the genereil trend in all other parts of the province the sex-ratio 
of the town has markedly risen since 1927 * This may be taken to indicate some 
slackening in the movonent of immigration to the chief town for certain eoono- 
mlo reasons. Izmigration usually brlxigs more men and therefore any slackening 
in it is expected to increase the number of fmoales in proportion to that ot 
males. 


See Isfatt, Ryolohl. Population Pressure and Economic Life in Japan, 1937 1 

pp, 07-88. 

4 ® jm ratios are calculated from figures given in the five censuses. 
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Tha atudjr of the flgurea given in the above table reveals a ratho: marked 
dlversibjr la the •ex-ratio of the different districts. The proportion of wo- 
men as ooBq;>ared with the number of men is relatively smaller in the north- 
easteza part of Sharqiya. Vaqus and K. Sa^r stand in contrast with the other 
districts, Belbeis, M. Sl-Qamh, Hihya and Zagaaig (M.). In the case of K.Saq;r, 
one has to remenber that the sparsely populated area in the north has attracted 
many labourers from different localities. Those labourers do not ^l8ually bring 
their wives with then, and the number of males proportionally increases. In 
faq,us, on the other hand, the new Badw settlers have auided enormously to thepci^ 
ulatlon of the district* imong those Badw it has always been noticed that the 
number of men is greater than that of women. The returns of the 1882 census, 
for instance, show that whereas only 49.3^5 of the fallaheen of Sharqiya were 
males, the percentage rises to 35*3 among the Badw of the province.47 sim4i<iy 
evidence may be drawn from other censuses. 

The reason for the fall of the sex-ratio after 192? in all districts of 
Sharqiya is rather obscure. One may relate this tendency to the decrease in the 
number of deaths, a feature which has been marked, especially in the trend of 
infantile mortality, in the last years. It has already been stated that the 
predominance of women over men in the population is mainly due to a higher dasfch- 
rate a mon g males. Therefore, the male sex is expected to gain more than the 
fesutle sex from any decline in the trend of mortall'^. However, this is rather 
doubtful. Many think that a reduction of infantile mortality affects girls more 
than boys. Ho final statement, therefore, can be made before accurate statis- 
tics of the death rates of the male and female populations of Sharqiya are care- 
fully examined. 

Distribution of Population by Agei 

Perhaps the least reliable data of census returns are those of age dis- 
tribution. There is a universal tendency for persona below a oertadn age to un- 
derstate their age and for persona above a certain age to overstate their age. 
icoording to Carr-Ssunders, this *b>ay be in general attributed to vanity t the 
young being proud of their youth and wishing to appear even younger and the aged 
being proud of their advanced years and wishing to appear even older. "51 But 


Beoensaaent Gdndral de L*lgypte, 1882, Tol.I pp.xxii-xxiii. 

50 

In the 1897 oensus there were 958 women for 1,000 men (among the fallaheen)a8 
against. 938 women for 1,000 mam (among the Badw) Seet- 

Beoenseawnt Gdndral de L'Xgypte, 1897 Tol.I p.xlli. 

51 

Carr-Sannders, A.M. "Population" in Bncyolopaedla Britannloa, 13th Bdition. 


besides such deliberate falsifications for one reason or another ^ there Is the 
mass ignorance on the subject, especially in a country like Bgypt with a 
percentage of illiteracy and without birth certificates except idiere health of- 
fices exist. It was not unnatural, therefore, to notice - in the I 907 census- 
cases 20 y^&rs removed from the truth and such data were apparently given in 
good faith. 5 The application of the testa of accuracy sviggested by R.lliaoByn- 
ski?^ leaves us in full agreement with the director general of the census of 
1907 in his assun^tion that the "data given by age-periods must be regarded 
rather as specimens of the ideas prevailing concerning the ages of individuals 
than as a faithful reflection of actual facts." 54 The results of a special 
count which was made in I 907 of 100,000 male and 100,000 female slips taken at 
random from two or three districts are ronarkable. Irom the age of 15 and up- 
^'ai'ds ttere is a very pronounced tendency to return ages at the "fives" and the 
"tens". 55 a sorutiny of such figures should oast grave doubts on the accuracy 
of the returns of age-groups. The degree of inaccuracy, however, does not seem 
to be as groat in the returns for sftiar^lya as it is in the returns for thewhde 
country. As remarked by Dr. Cleland, the number of women (all over Sgypt) 20 
to 29 years old in 1927 exceeds the number 10 to 19 years old in I 917 . Likewise 
the males of the 30 - 39 year group in 1927 exceed by 49»053 the number aged 
20 - 29 in 1917«5 o The comparative study of the figures given in the followb^ 
table does not show such abnormalities in the case of Sharqiya. 


locality 


Age- 

Group 

Date Number 

ige- 

Croup 

Date Number 

Amount of 

Loss or gain 

Sharqiya 

1 ». 

10-19 

1917 93,772 

20-29 

1927 86,468 

7,304 - 

Whole 

Egypt. 

1 

It 

" 1,176,790 

tt 

" 1 , 209,891 

31,101 + 

Sharqiya 

}M. 

20-29 

" 71,444 

30-39 

" 68,894 

2,550 - 

Whole 

Sgypt. 

1 

H 

" 938,648 

M 

" 987,701 

49,053 + 


52 

Census of Sgypt, 1907, p.91* 

53 

Euosynski, op. clt. Chapter I. 

54 

^ The Census of Sgypt, I 907 , p.91* 

Ibid, p .29 and Table U, p.94« 

56 

^ For the discussion of the above point see Cleland, op. oit. pp.l6-17. 
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The laaoouraflar of information about age places great limitations on this 
aspect of the studjry idiioh alone oan fumidi an eoplanation of many of thephen- 
ommaa assooiated eith population such as marxiagey birthy siohness ayid death- 
rates. Hevertheless wider ranges of distribution (i.e. under 2ay 20 - 49 and 
50 + ) may reduce the probable error and allow usy in some oases, to make less 
inaoourate statemoaits. 

XIT and XIII list the age distribution in two format the first di- 
vides the population into five or ten-year age groupsi the second olasaifLes the 
population into three main groups, minors, middle-aged and aged. In both ta- 
bles it was necessary to adjust the figures for 1097, since the ranges chos- 
en in that census for age-groups were not parallel with those of the later cen- 
suses.?' A further limit in the present study of age distribution has* aris^ 
from the fact that in the 1907 census no details about this aspect were given 
for the different provinces. 

TABLE 'Xin 

•Distribution of the Three Functional age Groups in 1897, 1917, 1927. 

(per 1,000 population.) 




k897 



1917 



1927 


Group 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

under 20 

509*0 

462*8 

492*9 

504*1 

461*8 

482*6 

509*9 

454*6 

482-0 

20-49 

990’O 

402*6 

400-3 

373*3 

389*5 

981*5 

380*6 

404*7 

393*3 

50 & over 

98*9 

114*6 


120*6 

146*7 

135*8 

107*1 

137*8 

122-8 


The outstendiHg fact ehioh Table XIII reveals is the significant increase 
of the aged class in the 1917 census at the expense of the young and the middle 
aged groups. This may be taken to indicate that, as a community, the people of 
Shasrqiya had been, at least so far as years count, more youthfUl at the of 
the last oentuxy than they were in 1917 and I927. Such a tendency becomes clears 
or when one oowpaxea the ratio of the infant class (4 years of age and \mder)in 
the 1897 census with that of the 1917 and 1927 coisuaes. In the foimer the ra- 
tio was 161.7 psr 1,000 as compared with 152.5 and I47.6 in I917 ani I927 res- 
pectively (Table XIY). Many factors play a part in making the age distribution 
in any community idiat it ia. An inoreaae in the birth-rate will increase, a»i 
a diminution in the birth-rate will decrease, the proportion of young persona. 
Ijninigration causes an influx of young people while emigrotion has the opposite 


57 

For comparative study one, therefore, must allow for some errors in the ad- 
justment of the 1897 census returns. Nevertheless no effort has been spared to 
make such errors as insignificant as possible. 



remilt* lUxthaomorff the death-rate is obviously, a powerful factor. In the 
ease pt' the oo niwnl ^ of Sharqiya immigration and emigration plagr a vetry in- 
significant part and can safely be neglected. As to the effect of the death- 
rate nothing de fi n i te can be stated^ not only because in Sgypt the death —rate 
by age has been ai^lied only very recently, but also because of the doubtful 
value of the death-rate in any oonaainity with inadequate death registraticeuBba- 
ever, the laproveaent of the sanitaxy caDiitions in Igypt and of public hygiene 
must have lowered the death-rate. But if such a fact can aecount for the pro- 
portional increase of the aged class in the 1917 census ua ooBQ)ered with that 
of the 1897 census, we still have to explain the great decrease in the number 
of the young class during the period between the two censuses. This asy bs S'^ 
tri.buted to a diminution in the birthrrate, but since we have no complete re- 
cord of the birth-rates for this period, the real reasons for this faot reniidn 
obscure. 

It may be' of interest to oompahe the age— groups in the censuses of 1917 
and 1927. The younger group has remained almost unchanged, but the difference 
between the old age-groups in the two censuses is rather significant. The''i^an- 
ish fever,** 'vdilch spread in figypt during I9I6 axid raised the death-rate enor- 
mously in that year, may cracount for that. It was notio^ Ihat most of the 
victims were fren among t^ middle and old age classes. ^ Sothlng precise con 
be said as to the effect of that fever on the different age classes, slaosdeaths 
by age— groups veers not recorded at that time except for some few urban centres 
in the co\nitTy. 

The sex ratio has been generally discussed in the foregoing pages. Table 
XIV gives more details bearing upon this ratio in different age-groups. In the 
three censuses, males outnumber' females in the younger group. Li most of tto 
groups over 20 years females aire in excess, and the older the grotqp the great- 
er in general is the excess of females. ' Tlhe detailed distributions of the two 
sexes as given in '^ble 1X7 are not consistent with the above general 'tendency 
as far as the 1897 census is concerned. It is interesting, however, to notice 
that txii.3 variation fjrom such a vtniversal phaibrnenon becomes gradually Inaign- 
ificant and even couplet ely absent from the later aad more accurate oensusea 
(compare the figures of 192? with those of 1897). 

Reference has already been made to the reasons vhy in normal times women 
preden^hate in the population ap a whole in spite of the preponderaaoe of boys 
ovef girls at birth. The followlngt table shows how the. death ratio of the two 
sexes differs in the three,. functional age-groups. Deaths are more numerous a- 
moxig males in the younger age-group in general and in the middle age-gxoup in 

Distribution of DeaUie par sex and Pu^tlonal Age-Chroups in 1934< 

(per 1,000 of deaths)^ 


Sex 

Bdlov 20' 

fiO-49 

50 over 

llaJ^es ' 
Females 

589.4 
564’. 0 

178.9 

128.8 

231.7 

309.2 


^ Sabri, p. 93* op. oit. 
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'^^Based on figures givai for ** Deaths by A^-Groups and Sex " in Armuel Return of 
Births, Deaths arxd Infectious Diseases, 1934* 








DISmiBUTIOH OP POPULATICM OF SHARQIIA BY ACE GROUPS (1897, 1917 & 1927). 
(PER 1,000 POPUUTICHJ.) (59) 
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(59) The figures giren in this table were calculated from the returns of the 1897, 1917 
and 1927 Censuses. 


particular. In the old age-group, on the other hand, the death ratio .heoomea 
markedly hifl^xer among the female aext 309.2 per 1,000 aa against 231.7pat‘ ijOOO 
among the males. This fact indicates that vomen usually live longer than men, 
but suoh an assumption needs some investigation as to the tregod of the aveicage 
individual age of both saxes in the population of Sharqiya. 

T JLB L B XT 

Average Individual Age in Sharqiya and in the 
whole country (1897, 1917 A 1927). 




1897 



1917 



1927 


JUwWCUwJL Vjf 

l^e 

Eenale Total Hale 

Female 

Total 

Hale 

Fffioale 

Total 

Sharqiyu^^ 

23.6 

24.4 

23.9 

25.0 

26.6 

26.0 

24.1 

26.2 

25.3 

Ihole^^ 

Egypt 

23.0 

22.9 

- 

25.3 

26.1 

- 

24.8 

25.4 

- 

H e ^5 

- 

- 

24.0 

- 

- 

26.0 

- 


25.7 


The outstanding fact uhloh Table XY reveals is the marked rise of the av- 
erage Individual age in 1917 compared with that of 1897* This rise was grad- 
ual and steady during the whole period between the two censuses and must have 
been the natural result of the great inprovement in public health conditions 
which ^s bean noticed since the beginning of the present century. But such a 
steady rise in the average individual age did not continue in the Intercensal 
period 1917-1927. On the contrary there was a fall in the trend of about one 
year in the average individual age of the people of Sharqiya. The "Spanish 
fever" of 1918 - to which we have already referred - may account for that fea- 
ture. Its effect was greater on the middle and old age-groups, and inevitably 
the average age in 1927 became comparatively lower than that of 1917* 

Conqparing the average indivldusd. age of the two sexes coxe does not fall 
to notice the marked difference in the case of the population of Sharqiya. Suoh 
a difference between the average age of the two sexes is less marked -in the 
Egyptian population as a whole, and it may be of interest to mention that the 
director general of the 1697 census pointed out that the woman of Sharqiya was 


Calculated by the writer from the figures given in the 1897* 1917’ 192? 

censuses. The averages were obtained by dividing 1,000 into the sum of the 
figures secured by multiplying the proportion of a thousand by the mid-valuw of 
eaoh age-group. The same method was followed by Cleland. 

62 

After Sabrl, op.olt. p.82. 

^^After Cleland, op. oit. Table B. p.ll8. 
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unique aaon^ the eomen of Lower Egypt in her hi^ average age. ^ ^ Furthermore) 

it seems that there has been a steady increase in the difference between the 
average age of the two sexes in Sharqiyat in 1897 the difference was 1.3 as a- 
gednst 1.6 in I917 and 2.1 in 1927* This eventually lowers the average age of 
the male sex in the province if it is compared with the general trend in Egypt. 
Thus, whereas the average of the male sex of Sharqiya in 1897 was 25.6 a8£#inst 

23.0 for the male sex of the whole coTintiy, it became 23. 0 (as against 23.3)^ 

24.1 (as against 24.8) in 1917 and 1927 respectively. 

It remains now to compare the distributions of the major age-groups in the 
different districts of the province firstly with each other and secondly with 
that noticed in the population of Sharqiya as a whole. ^5 Table XVI is babed on 
the returns of the I927 census, and the limits for the different ^jor groups 
agree with those chosen by most writers on donographic questions. 864gain, there 
are local differences in age distribution Just as there are local differences in 
sex distribution. Zagazlg (B), the urban centre in the province, stands out as 
having the highest proportion of the middle age group on the one hand and a com- 
paratively smaller number of old people on the other. This may be partly die to 
the fact that country people usually live longer, but the main reason is to be 
found in the great number of officials employed by different departments, seocnd- 
ary education students for whom there are no schools in the country and young 
immigrants, who flodc to the town in search for highly paid Jobs. As regards 
the younger group, it seems that there is not much difference between the town 
and the country, a fact which has also been noticed in other comiiunitie8.^9 


^^eoensement Gbndralde L'Sgypte, 1897» Vol.I, p.xxxi. 

^^llthoug^ the distribution of age-groups is given by sex in Table XVI,yet the 
following discussion is confined to the total population in each age group. 

^^This classification gives a better idea about the people of the working age 
the women of child-bearing age. Unfortunately we could not follow it inlhe 
other tables because of the different ranges chosen for age-grouping in the dif- 
ferent censuses of Egypt. 

^^See for examples 

Carr-Saunders and Jones, op. cit. p.7. 


TABLE XVI 

Distribution of the Three Majon age-^groups by sex in different 
districts of Sharqiya, in the idiole Province and in the* 
Egyptian Popiilation, 1927^7 (per 1,000 population)^ 


n 


Locsility 

0 - 

14 years 

15 • 

- 44 years 

43 

& over 


Males 

Females Total 

Made 8 

Fmnales Total 

Males 

Females Total 

Belbeis 

406*3 

361*0 

382*8 

437.6 

454.4 

446.3 

153.7 

181*9 

168*4 

Faqus 

431.0 

398*9 

414.7 

450*6 

440*6 

435.7 

136*7 

158*4 

147.7 

Hihya 

409.4 

369*5 

388*9 

439.1 

452*6 

44^*1 

148*8 

174.7 

162*1 

Kafr Saqr* 

424.8 

379.2 

401.5 

442.1 

455.0 

448.7 

130.2 

162.4 

146.7 

M* El-<^amh. 

398.6 

363.3 

380*4 

444.2 

451.9 

448*1 

154.5 

181*2 

168*3 

Zagazig (B.) 

374.5 

394.9 

384.2 

468*5 

455.3 

462*2 

155.2 

147.6 

151.5 

" (m*) 

406.1 

362*8 

383.7 

447.0 

452.7 

450*0 

145.1 

181*9 

164.1 

Sharqiya 

410*0 

372*8 

391.3 

442*2 

451.3 

447.2 

146.1 

173.0 

159.6 

Whole Egypt 

395.6 

376*1 

385.7 

445.2 

459.2 

451.0 

156*6 

161*7 

159.0 


Mong^st the other districts Kafr Saqr gives the lowest proportion of the 
old age-group and almost the highest of the middle-aged class* One has to re- 
member that in this district wide areas of land are under reclamation and not 
a small number of yo\ing labourers have settled there in recent years* It is 
interesting to notice the great similarity in the distribution of the ag^-groi|i8 
in Belbeis, U* Bl-Qamh and Zagazig (m) districts* Higher proportions of old 
people and smaller numbers in the younger group 'characterise the age distribu- 
tion of their populations. Uany young people are known to have migrated froti 
the over-crowded parts of these comparatively more populous districts* This 
may aocotmt for the rise in number of the old age class* At the same time the 
majority of these married opigzants migrate alone leaving their wives at homa 
Thus sexual intercourse becomes less frequent and such a fact nay shed light 
on the rather small proportion of the younger age-group in these districts. How- 
ever, a detailed analytical stxidy of the local birth-rate is needed before any- 
thing final can be stated* Furthemore, it is noticeable that the above feature 
is more significant in M* £1-Qamh than in Zagazig (M) in particular. This is 
due to the fact that the former gives almost the highest denary' in Sharqiya 
with no areas under reclamation and therefore more yoiuig emigrants are expected, 
whereas the Tell-£1-Kabir estate and the eastern parts of Zagazig (U)are still 
attractive localities for young settlers* 


For detailed statistics see Table XI in Population Census of Egypt, 1927 1 
Fart I. 

6s 

In calculating the figures in this table the not-stated cases were not in- 
cluded* 
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Th« distrilwtioii of age-groapa la the population of Taqua la rather ohe- 
eure. (hie aay expect a ooo^iarativeay amaller proportion of old people in auoh 
leaa populoua diatriets with a great demand for youxiger inoigranta* But whjria 
raqua diatriot charaoteriaed by the loweat figure for the middle age-group and 
the higheat for the younger olaaa? Thia feature aeema to be superficial and 
may be partly due to the faot that many of the semi— ncxoada of the middle age- 
group were carrying out their seasonal movement at the time of the oenaus-tak- 
Ing and therefore ware enumerated elaeidiere. 

Ih general the distribution of age— groups in the people of Sharqiya does 
not differ ouch from that of the whole Egyptian popilation. The outmtaniing 
feature is the great difference in the sez-ratlo of the two populations in the 
old age— group* Ih the case of Sharqiya females (aged 45 aud over) exceed the 
males of the seme group by 26*9 per 1,000, whereas the difference is only 5*1 
per 1,000 in the "old" class of the E^tian population. This is further ev- 
Idei^oe bearing upon the cooparatively higgler average age of the women of Shar- 
qiya, a phenomenon to idiloh we have already referred. 

The Household* 

The study of the trend of population, of sex ratio and of age disiributlon, 
thoug h of great value in any demographic analysis, does not help us toccnstiuct 
a vivid picture of the community* This is so because - using Carr-Saunders'70 
words -human society is not oonposed of units thrown together by chance like 
so many grains of sand* It consists of groups of persons who, at least so far 
as the adult members of the groups are concerned, have come together conscious- 
ly and of set purpose* These groups are typically family groups - father, 
mother and children with idiom may be living other relatives* The beet term is 
perh^s'^ionsehbld.'' The household is of paramount importance in eastern society 
not only because it plays so large a part in emotional life, but also because 
there still flourishes the ”jolnt family** including in one homestead all the 
direct male descendants with their wives and family* The oldest male member 
is head of the family and exercises almost unlimited patriarchal power* Prom 
the economic point of view there is an elwsent of cooimunism in the sense that 
the normal unit of the eastern rural society is the family coaqposed of two, 
three or more generations and augmented by other relatives who, though they 
nay not foxm part of the household, share the family budget* 

ftit the statistical study of the household in such a complicated family 
aystem is not sisqple* On the one hand the personal schedule idiioh was adopted 
until the 1917 census neoessitated the neglect of all details concerning the 
rmry important questions bearing upon the family as a social unit* 71 On the 
other hand little use has been made of the infamation gathered after the an 
doption of the family schedule in the census of Egypt, and the value of the 
Published figures is regrettably limited as tax as these particular aspects are 
oonoemed* 

— - . — — 

Carr-Saundere and Jones, op* olt* p.8. 

71 

' Census of Egypt, 1917* 7ol.II, p.xiv* 


It majf be argued that ainoe we are dealing with a family groupi the pro** 
blem of the household oan be approached by Inquiring about the number of married 
persozia in the comnunity* Such a line of approach may be fairly eatlafactory 
in a western society f iftxere married couples usually form the centre of asii^e 
household} but the joint^famlly systan — which characterises icural society in 
the east - casts grave doubts on the validity of this criterion in the 

composition of the household in Sharqiya. 

It is probable that valuable information upon the housdiold may be obtain* 
ed by the use of that part of the census which deals with the number of ocoup** 
led dwellings* But here a g ain the definition of a ** house'* for census* purpose 
in Oriental countries is always vague. The director general of the 190? cen- 
SUS| realising this difficulty ^ Issued orders defining the houses in thispazih* 
icular sensef **as a build in g to which a separate number been affixed for 
Censu872 purposes." But despite this definition, and despite the fact that in 
the great majority of oases the "house" might have coincided with the family 
in different censuses, one has to aooept such general results with much reserve, 
especially in the case of the figures given for more recent years* There is now 
a growing tendency in rural Egypt towards the independent family system, with 
the result that more than one family often live in the one house. 

Marital Conditions. 

Because of the inadequacy of the Egyptian census and the lack of data bear- 
ing upon the family* s composition and the nature of the household, our study 
has to be limited to vdiat is called the marital conditions of the people of Shar- 
qiya, an aspect for which more - though by no means preoiae - information is 
available. The ratios of marital relations in the populations of diffmrent dis- 
tricts of Sharqiya, of the irtiole province and of the lAole country, as reooxd.- 
ed in the 1927 census are given in Tables XVII. ?H.th the exception of Ihe toen 
of Zagazig (Zagazig (b)) a relation seems to exist between the economic .ccndi- ' 
tions of the district sM the male marriage ratio. The more fertile dietriots 
give a ccsnparatively hig^r ratio and vice verM (oanq>are H. Bl-<)hmh, Belbeis^ 
Hihya and Zagazig M. on the oqe hand with Faqus and Kafr Saqr on the other). Aa 
regards the town of Zagazig^ with its more urbanized conditions, the male mar- 
riage-ratio is naturally low. 

An outstanding fact, idxioh is revealed by the fig^es given. for married 
males and females, is the excess of married women over married men all over 
Sharqiya, with the exception of the town of Zag^ig with its urban oonditlona. 
Such an excess seems to be the result of polygamy, idiich exists amongst the Moa- 
leme of Egypt especially where rural conditions prevail. The returns for Zar- 
g^zig (b) on the oontreucy show an opposite tendency: l.e. predominance of mar- 
ried men. This oan be attributed to the fact that a gpreat number of married 
men, vdio come to work in the town, usually leave their wives at home. It may 
also Indioate a oomparatively lower frequency of polygamous fflarriag^8,a feature 
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Census .of Egypt, 1907* pp.3-4' 
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{]}) Calculated froa figorea given in the I 927 Censusy Seet- 
Population Census of Egypt, 1927* Part !» pp. 63* 

( 74 ) This is a translation of a tens used in the Egyptian Census for all individuals who have not yet 
spouses* It includes young people uho stay narry as well as older people who nay never narry. 
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(AGP 15 ymS AND UPWARDS), 1927 
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iriiioh is quite understandable in an urban centre » with a relatively hi^^er soc- 
ial standard and with oertedn eoanomlc conditions. But the excess of married 
males in Za^zig (B« ) should not imply a oonplete absence of polygamy. Svidenoes 
of the existence of this practice in the town are supported by statistics given 
in Table m. 

The number of polygamous marriages among the Moslems of the province (two 
wives in general) seems to be rather small. For the shole province the ratio is 
71.7 par lyOOO married Moslem males, tut in faqus it rises to 92 (Table XlZ).It 
may be woirth noting that, besides the ooiqparatively low ratio of polygamous mar- 
riages in the to«n of Zagazig, thesra exists a rather significant difference be- 
tween the ratios of different districts. The con^arlson of the figures given 

TABLE m 

Married Moslem Males in Sharqiya by District and Number of Wives, 1927. (per 

1,000 population)73 


District 

Number of Wives (per 1,(X)0) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Belbeis 

926.6 

67.3 

5.6 

0.5 

Faqus 

908. 0 

83.3 

8.1 

0.6 

Hihya 

939.0 

57.8 

3.1 

0.1 

Kafr Saqr 

920.0 

73.0 

6.5 

0.5 

M. Bl-Qamh 

949.1 

48.2 

2.6 

0.1 

Zagazig (B. ) 

954.9 

42.7 

2.2 

0.2 

" (M.) 

920.5 

72.7 

6.2 

0.6 

Shaiqiya 

928.5 

66.0 

5.5 

0.4 


^ Table XIX for M. Bl-Qamh and Hihya on the one hand and for other districts 
(Faqus in particular) on the other, 76 may suggest that in the highly developed 
(from the economic standpoint) parts of Sharqiya polygamous onrrlages are less 
frequent. Is this because in these districts the social standard is compara- 
tively hiidMr and consequently polygamy la less desirable? Or may it be due to 
the fact that in M. Sl-Qamh and Hihya the density of population is greater, the 
economic scope is limited and the desire for a smaller family is prevalent?Both 
factors may underlie this tendency, but with the help of available information, 
one cannot go any further. It may be remembered that in the discussion of the 
male marriage ratio, Faqus stood out as having the lowest figure in the province 
(Table XFIl). The markedly great number of polygamous marriages in the same 

75 — ' — '• 

Calculated from figures given in the Census of Egypt, 1927, Table XV. p.70. 

76 

In the oosd of Zagazig district it is true that the western parts of it are 
highly developed, Ikit on the other hand the eastern parts are far frMi being 
developed. 
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district d.oe8 not allow us to accept the economic factor as a satisfactory sz*- 
planation for the former feature. The low male marriage ratio in Faqus may 
be somewhat superficial. Many married, men of the seini*momadic class might 
hanre been absent on the day of enumeration. 

The trend of marriage ratesfor the population of Sharqiya- cannot be as- 
certained. No details about marl ted conditions in different districts or even 
in different provinces are available in the census of Sgypt prior to 1917fax>d 
the' comparative value of the figures given in the last censuses' is therefore 
limited. It is usually held that marriage is the most stable factor among the 
ever-changing features of vital statistics in advanced nations during recent 
decades. 77 jf the figures given in Table XX are taken to Indicate the general 
tendency of marriage rate in Sharqiya , it is interesting to notice how this rate 
maintains a rather remarkable constancy in the two censuses. Furthermore, the 
negligible difference between the ratios of 1917 ^d 1927 shows the insigni- 
ficant effect of the marriage law78 of 192 3 on the trend of marriage in the 
province. 


TABLE XX 

Number of Married Persons and Rate of Marriage (per 1,000 Population) 
in Different Districts of Sharqiya; 1917 and 1927*79 


District 

Population 

Number of 

Meurrled Persons 

Ratio of Marriage 
(per 1,000 
Population. ) 

1917 

1927 

1917 

1927 

1917 

1927 

Belbels 

158,086 

142,384 

56,138 

58,751 

406.5 

412.6 

Faqus 

145,207 

162,787 

54,531 

59,735 

375.5 

366.4 

Hihya 

120,554 

124,672 

46,683 

48,090 

387.2 

385.7 

Kafr Saqr 

118,015 

132,458 

43,576 

49,500 

369.2 

373.7 

M. El^^amh 

164,472 

166,565 

66,747 

68,483 

405.8 

411.1 

Zagazig (B. ) 

42,942 

52,839 

16,688 

20,220 

388.1 

382.3 

'• (M.) 

226,221 

235,207 

88,089 

91,043 

389.4 

387.1 

Sharqiya. 

955,497 

1 , 016,912 

372,452 

395,822 

389.9 

389.2 


Statistics bearing upon the distribution of marriages by specific age- 
groups are completely lacking as far as the popiilation of Sharqiya is conoem- 
ed. We, therefore, are not in a position to deteimine the real trend of mar- 


^®The object of this law is to stop child marriage in Egypt. According to 
this law the minlmuiB age for marriage is 16 for girls and 10 for boys. 

"^^Rates of marriage for different districts are calculated frm the figures 
given in the 1917 and 1927 Censuses. 
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ri«g« «7en in th« very recent d,eoadea. Such a study needs to take, into con- 
sideration the age conposition of the population in relation to the marriage 
Table XVm may be of some value since it gives the ratios of marital 
conditions per lyOOO population aged fifteen years and upvards* 

^ to the age of marriages, no sufficient data are available and conse- 
quently nothing definite can be stated about the traid of marriage-age. Itor- 
ic regarded by the Moslems in general as a positive duty, and 
without a enffloient excuse subjects a man to severe reproach. 
"1^ a servant marries,” said the Prophet, "verily he perfects half his re- 
ligion." The prevailing tendency in rural Egypt has always been towards early 
wrriage. Besides religious reasons, other factors, such as the great desire 
for having children, the physiological affect of a rather hot climate and the 
absmaoe of almost all means of recreation in the Egyptian village, are the 
strong factors underlying this tendency. Before 1923 child marriage occurred 
in Egypt, thou^ to a rather small degree, but since that year no marriage con- 
tract is valid for a girl younger than 16 or a boy younger 18. 

The figures given in Tsble XU may throw some light on the frequency in- 
cidence of marxiagea in different age-groups. Although the table reveals that 
marriage in the lower age groups is more freqiient among both males and females, 
yet boys marry comparatively later than girls, a feature vhich seems to be un- 
iversal. Thus vAiereas almost half of the females marry under 20, only 64 per 
1,000 males do this. The tendency for the wife to be younger than the maw 13 

TABLE XXI 

Frequency Incidence of Marriage by Age-Groups in Sharqiya, Whole 
Egypt and Cairo, I936. (per 1,000 population)80 


Locality 

under 

20 

years 

20-24 

25-29 30-34 

35-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60-69 

70 and 
over 

Sharqiya 

64.2 

361.8 

BBIBBGSOOU 

251.7 119.1 

86.9 

74.1 

29.8 

9.5 

2.9 

Whole Egypt 

40.0 

301.0 

300.1 137.3 

93.6 

84.5 

31.5 

9.3 

2.8 

Cairo 

21.8 

197.2 

270.8 195.1 

159.5 

112.8 

33.4 

7.7 

1.7 

Sharqiya 

455.2 

259.4 

BRIBE 

123.0 73.7 

46.2 

35.6 

6.0 

0.8 

0.1 

Whole Egypt 

445.4 

273.3 

134.2 

70.6 

41.4 

29.1 

5.2 

0.7 

0.1 

Cairo 

421.0 

200.4 

162.7 

98.8 

63.9 

45.0 

7.8 

0.3 

0.1 


80 

The ratios are calculated from figures given in the Annual Report on the 
Work of the Ministry of Public Health for I936, pp.l2 - I3. 


world-wide and in oommunitiea idiere erexy nan narriea ranarriea at what— 
ewer a«e, the age diaorepaaoy between aaa and wife is often great} older wonan 
are rarely diosen in narriage save asKnig highly sophisticated people, and there 
are elewen tines as nany widowers as widows in Sharqiya. Higher standards of 
spending and nore influenoe of non— Hgyptian and non— Islaaio oustons in Cairo 
lead to a higher age of marriage for nan, but the differanoe for the woman is 
small. 


Plworoe is oooaoner in toons than in villages, and the man usually narrlee 
again, but dlvoroed women are not so often chosen in marriage, so there are more 
divorced women. The divorce rate in 1936 was 8.7 per 1,000 marriages in Shar- 
qiya and 14.0 per 1,000 marriages in Cairo. 81 

The Moslem husband can put his wife away from mere dislike and without as- 
signing any reauBon. The woman, on the contrary, cannot separate herself from 
her husband against his will, tmless it be for some considerable fault on his 
part, such as cruel treatment or neglect, and even then she fo3?felts any por- 
tion of the husband's payment ihioh la still unooapleted. 82 it is natural, 
therefore, to ezpeot more dlvoroed oases from the husband's side rather 
from the other side. The following figures are for Moslem dlvoroed oases in 
Sharqiya and Cairo for 1936.83 , Actually the number of divorces from thewifo's 
side is someediat misleading. It is a well-known fact that some husbands do 
not take the initiative, but leave their wives in a state of suspense '^e 



Sharciya 

Cairo 

Prom husbands 

2,612 

3,592 

" wifei 

1,516 

1,767 

" bothi 

780 

2,230 

Totals 

4,908 

7,589 


latter appear in the Kadi's Court. Thus the husband escapes the payment of 
the rennant of the dowry. 

Dislike is the main cause of divorce. This is easy to understand, as mar- 
riages are settled by parents- and there is no chance of pre-marl tal understanl- 
ing between man and wife. Causes of divorce in Cedro show a more evenly scat- 
tered estimate of causes and eoonomio factors obviously come in. 

A nnu a l Report on the Work of the Ministry of Public Health for 1936, pp.l4 - 


In Moslem mEurilages the giving of a dowry is indispensable. A husband, how- 
ever, may postpone the payment of a portion of the dowry, idiioh he is compell- 
ed to pay if divorce occurs with the exception of such oases as mentioned abovw. 
On marriage and divorce among Moslems see - 

Lane, Bdward William. The Manners and Customs of The Modem Sgyptians, Chap- 
ter III. 

^Annual Report on the Woric of the Ministry of Public Health for 1956, pp.l6 - 


Number ^ Ceases of Dlyoroed Cases Registered for lioslssw in 
Shsrqiya and Cairo , 1936«^ 
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Li Table XXllI the number of dlToroe oases among the Moslems of Sharqiya 
and Cairo in 1936 is olassified by duration of married life on the one hand and 
by number of living children born during marriage on the other. Divorce is nat- 
urally more frequent during the early stages of married life and before the num- 
ber of children increases - two factors idiich of course are not unconnected. But 
it may be interesting to notice the ccmiparatively greater frequency of divorces 
among the llsslems of Cairo during the first six months of marriage} 270.9 par 
1,000 divorces as against 160.3 la the case of Sharqiya. Such a feature may 
partly be explained by more incidence cf sentimental marriages in the city. 

Sise of Vbmlly 

As to the family oonq>osltion some details may be available idxen the final 
results of the 1937 census is published. The following table gives an idea of 
the number of faMlies and the average number of the family in different dis- 
tricts of Sharqiya according to the preliminary results of the last oansus.The 
outstanding fact which the figures reveal is the comparatively lower averaMof 
the family in the mat9 fertile and consequently the more crowded districts (com- 
pare figures for M. Sl-Qipuiih, Hihya and Belbels with those for Faqus andE.Saqr)> 

TABLE mr 

Bumber of Families and Average Number of the Family in Different 
Districts of Sharqiya, 1937* 


District 

Population 

Number of 
Families 

Average 

Number of 
the Family 

Belbeis 


33,116 

4.70 

Faqus 


36,336 

5.31 

Hihya 


27,620 

4*76 

Kafr Saqr 

135,241 

26,199 

5.16 

M.E1-Qamh 

176,109 

35,335 

4.98 

Zagazig (B.) 

59,321 

11,551 

5.13 

” (m.) 

268,097 

51,586 

5.19 

Sharqiya 

1,119,456 

221,743 

5.04 


The factors underlying this fact are, for the time being, difficult to ascer- 
tain. One needs reliable records of local birth and deathr-rates and a thorough 
understanding of the attitudes of people towards marriage and child-birth in 
different districts of the province before any definite statement can be made. 
Economic pressure nay be a dyxuuaic factor in keeping the number of the family 
rather low. It has already been noticed that polygamous marriages are less, 
frequent in these crowded districts, and the general trend seems to indicate 
that the size of the family in the province as a idiole with its steady increas- 








izig population has been somewhat reduced. 
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To tiring the discussion of this aspect to its end it is important to em- 
phasize that averages of family composition mean very little in social studiea 
Par more important is information showing how many families there are of vary- 
ing sizes. Such information is available in the I917 census only and therefore 
the value of our study is somevdiat limited. About 6056 of the households of 
Sharqiya have I-5 members; about one third have 6-10 members 1 larger house- 
holds occur in quite small numbers. Nothing was given in the census about the 
definition of the terms irtxlch were used, and consequently it is impossible to 
determine the type of families with edilch we are now concerned. It is iaqirob- 
able, however, that the "Joint— family* .was neglected in the coisus, and one is 
left to wonder ?diether the rather small proportion of the large size families 
was due to lower frequency of the "Joint-family" system in the province or to 
the limited number of the different "private families." 

The influence of \irbanization on the family size may be realised by com- 
paring the figures of the town of Zagazig with those of the rural parts of the 
province. The difference is not so significant, but despite the slow process 
of social change in the east the tendency towards limited families is growing 
in Egyptian society, not only because of European influence. Other economic 
and social considerations must be taken into account. It is naturally stronger 
in the big cities (Table XXVII ) , has recently spread to provincial centres 
will sooner or later affect the rural population. 

The Household in Belation to Economic Conditions 

It may be worthwhile to make a few remarks about the constitution of the 
household in relation to the economic conditions of. the province as revealed in 
the intensive socio-economic study of a representative saople of the popula- 
tion. The limited scope of employment in rural Sharqiya and the monopoly of 
most of the land by a very small minority have created a class of dependents of 
considerable significance in proportion to the numbers of earners in each house- 
hold. The proportion of eamers90 to the totad number of the is ex- 

tremely small a in over 40^ of oases not more than 13% of the members of the 
households are earners, while in only 3*1% of eases, over* 30% of the membersof 
the household may be considered as assets. Many of the non-earners in the fam- 
ilies aure actually working on the farm. This, however, happens because no 

0 ^" ' ~ ~ ' ' 

No data bearing on this question are available in most Egyptian censuses. At 

the 1882 census, however, the average of the family for the whole province was 
3.33* The averages for different districts in 1882 cannot be compared with 
those of the 1937 census because the administrative divisions of Sharqiya have 
undergone a rather significant change. 

90 

We have considered as "earners'* those persons idxose labour either adds ma- 
terially to the total incooie of the household or those who carry out some sort 
of work which otherwise would have to be done by hired labour. 
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TABLE 


Distribution of Population by 


i 

Locality 

Total 

Komber of 
Families 



Humber in Families 

1 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 


lo. 7,738 

602 1»015 

1,116 

1,257 

1,048 

826 

638 

Zagasig 

(Toi^ 


7.8 13.1 

14.4 

16.2 

13*5 

10.7 

8.2 


Mo. 157,832 

8,982 16,657 21,581 23,811 22.650 

18.643 13.728 

Other 








Looalltlis ^ 

5.7 10.6 

13.7 

15.1 

14.4 

11.8 

8.7 


Ho. 165,570 

9,584 17,670 22,697 25,068 23,698 19,469 14.366 

Shax^iya 









i 

5.8 10.7 

13.7 

15.1 

14.3 

11.8 

8.7 


17 

Calculated from figures given in the 1917 Cens 


The Census of Egypt taken in 1917 » Cairo Cover 
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Families of Varying Sizes in Different Parts of Sharqiya^^ 

(1917) 


Composed of 

8 9 

(persons) 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 16 17 18 

19 

20 k 
oTer 

422 

266 

176 

132 

62 

70 

29 

13 15 10 8 

5 

8 

5.5 

3.5 

2.3 

1.7 

1.1 

0.9 

0.4 

0.2 0.2 0.1 0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

9.349 

6,389 

4,298 

3,045 

2,245 

1,578 1,198 

872 692 495 432 

424 

767 

5.9 

4.0 

2.7 

1.9 

1.4 

1.0 

0.8 

0.6 0.4 0.3 0.3 

0.3 

0.5 

9,767 

6,657 

4,474 

3,177 

2,327 

1,648 1,227 

885 707 505 440 

429 

775 

5.9 

4.0 

2.7 

1.9 

1.4 

1.0 

0.7 

0.5 0.4 0.3 0.3 

0.3 

0.5 


us of Egypt, Seet- 
nment Press, 1921 pp. 646^7 
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1 1 B L 1 


Fraq^anqy BLstrllxitlon of 


Size! of 


Partloulars 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

“T* 

7 

8 

9 









( P a 

r i 0 a ■ ) 

Oeners of Land 

No. 

mm 

2 

1 

4 

8 

5 

7 

7 

5 


% 

- 

3.2 

1.6 

6.3 

12.7 

6.0 

11.1 

11.1 

8.0 

TAsats 

No. 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

4 

1 

«» 



- 

6.7 

6.7 

6.7 

13.3 

- 

26*6 

6.7 

- 

Part Oeners & 
part Tenants 

No. 

- 

- 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

4 

4 


i 

- 

- 

3.2 

12.9 

3.2 

3.2 

9.7 

12.9 

12.9 

Oansrs with other < 

No. 


1 


5 

2 

6 

2 

3 

3 

rMouroes 









% 

- 

2.9 

m 

14.3 

5.7 

22.9 

5.7 

8.5 

8.5 

Tenants with other 

No. 

- 

1 

1 

1 

7 

5 

5 

- 

4 

reacoroes 

% 


3.7 

3.7 

3.7 

26.0 

18.5 

18.5 

- 

14.8 

Part Oeners & tenants Vo. 

-> 

- 

1 

2 

5 

- 

2 

1 

3 

with other resources 

i 

- 

- 

4.8 

9.5 

23.8 

- 

9.5 

4.8 

14.3 

igr. Lahourers 

No. 

4 

3 

7 

5 

7 

4 

4 

2 

mm 

eto. 


10.5 

7.9 18.4 

13.2 

18.4 

10.5 

10.5 

5.3 

- 


No. 

4 

8 

12 

22 

32 

23 

27 

18 

19 

General Total 


1.7 

3.5 

5.2 

9.6 

13.9 

10.0 

11.7 

7.8 

8.3 


88 

Based on eiqpirical data gathered during the Sodo-eoonoBrio 


xrri 


88 
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aists of Households 


Households 












10 

11 

1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

l6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Over 

20 

TOTAL 

4 

1 

4 

3 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

- 

mm 

1 

63 

6.3 

1.6 

6.3 

4.7 

3.2 

3.2 

6.3 

3.2 

1.6 

- 

- 

1.6 


1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

• 

- 

- 

15 

6.7 

13.3 

6.7 

- 

- 

- 

6.7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 


2 

4 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

mm 

- 

31 

6.5 

12.9 

6.5 

- 

6.5 

3.2 

- 

- 

3.2 

3.2 

< •“ 

- 


- 

2 

1 

- 

2 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

. 1 

- 

35 

- 

5.7 

2.9 


5.'7 

2.9 

5.7 

5.7 

mm 

- 

2.9 

mm 


- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

27 

- 

7.4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5.7 

- 

- 

- 


1 

- 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

21 

4*8 

- 

9.5 

4.8 

4.8 

- 

- 

itm 

4.8 

- 

4.8 

- 


- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

38 

- 

2.6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2.6 

- 

- 

- 

- 


8 

12 

10- 

4 

7 

4 

7 

5 

4 

1 

2 

1 

230 

3^5 

5.2 

4.3 

1.7 

3.0 

1.7 

3.0 

2.2 

1.7 

0.4 

0.9 

0.4 



study of Sharqiysj 1939 
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T A B L B Xmi 


Percentage BlstriUitlon' of the PopolationSoOf aoae Boral and 
IJrhen Centres hy Baalljr Sisey 19^7°” 


Locality 

Percentage of Total Ifuaher of Families 
oonposed of 


1-5 

6-10 11-15 
(persons) 

16 & over 

4 

Sharqiya 

59.6 

33.1 

5.5 

1.8 

Rural Sharqiya 

59.5 

33.1 

5.7 

1.8 

2:agazlg (Town) 

65.0 

50.2 

4.3 

0.6 

Cairo 

73.0 

23.0 

3.0 

1.0 

Alexandria 

72,0 

25.0 

2.5 

0.5 


^^Ihe figures for Cairo and Alexandria are taken from- the Census of Egypt 191? » 
Vol. ii, pp. 675-7. 












49 

other profitable eozk is aisiilablef and has to be taken as a typtmii of under** 
enploynooLtf is one of the sajor problans of the Egyptian noral oonanm**' 
Ity* 

Many difficulties arise from the nature of the constitution cf the house** 
hold. The solidarity of the family in the East makes it a sort of charitab le 
organization. The conventional code in rural society allovs *> to a great ex- 
tent ** relatives in real or fancied need, whatever the caasst ^ oome aid live 
with those members of the family vho may be economically more successful. Ta- 
ble XXVIII gives the distribution of dependants in proportion to the sizes of 
the households. Children and wives of the earning members have been excluded 
in rarder to determine the part played by other relatives in the constitution 
of differmit households. The figures indicate very clearly the signlfioenoe 
of the Joint family in the oonuamity. In the whole sample about of the 
households have d^endents other than the children and wives of the earners. 

The heaviness of the burden is shown by the fact that in 20Jb of our sam- 
ple y dependents form over ^fyfa of the total household. Wives and children of 
sons figure largely among these dependentsy as can easily be uzxLerstoodinview 
of the hesitation . to subdivide a small holding and of the persistence of early 
marriage. Naturally brothers and their wives and children are important parts 
of the Joint family for the same reasons (Table XXIX). This feature is di- 
minishing in importance as more young men adventure out in search of indepen- 
dence. 


Inquiries have shcsm that a sort of co-operation must oontlznxe between 
brothers to avoid the parcelling of the holding and to decrease the current ex- 
penses of agricultural operations. Such cm economic co-operation can be ar- 
ranged so as to leave the persons concerned completely lndq>endent in their 
private home affairs. 

The Joint family as a socio-economic institution may prove to be suita- 
ble for the rural community of Sharqiya. It is extremely importanty howevex^ 
not to misuse it so that the prodissing and earning members of the family are 
heavily overburdened economically. The great obstacle in the way of such a 
reform is the absence of charitable organizations in the country and the rise 
in the numbers of paupers as a natural result of a rapidly increasing popula- 
tion in a community whose natural resources and economic potentialities fall 
far b^xlnd the needs of its members. 
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T A B L B 


Vreqaenoy Bistribitioa of Dependants 


Proportion of Dependants 


Partioolare 


No Depend- 
ants. 

0.1-5 5.1- 
10 

10.1- 

15 

15.1- 

20 

20.1- 

25 

25.1- 

30 

30.1- 

35 

Oenere of 

No. 

28 

mm 

3 

3 

3 

2 

- 

1 

Land. 

JC 

45.9 

- 

4.9 

4.9 

4.9 

3.3 

mm 

1.6 

Tenants. 

No. 

8 

- 

1 

1 

1 

mm 

- 

- 


i 

50.0 

- 

6.3 

6.3 

6.3 

- 

- 

- 

Part Owners and 

No. 

9 

— 

2 

2 


2 

• 

3 

part Tenants. 

$ 

29.0 

- 

6.5 

6.5 

- 

6.5 

- 

9.6 

Owners with 

No. 

19 

- 

1 

1 

3 

2 

- 

1 

other resources. 


51.4 

- 

2.7 

2.7 

8.2 

5.4 

- 

2.7 

Tenants with 

No. 

16 


1 

4 

2 




other resources. 

io 

61.5 

- 

3.8 

15.5 

7.7 

- 

- 

- 

Part Owners and 
Tenants with 

No. 

8 

- 

- 

1 

4 

1 

- 

- 

other resouroes. 

Io 

40.0 

mm 

- 

5.0 

20.0 

5.0 

- 

- 

dgr. Labourers 

No. 

31 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

eto. 


81.6 


- 

2.6 

2.6 

2.6 

5.3 

2.6 

General Total. 

No. 

119 

- 

8 

13 

14 

8 

2 

6 


io 

52.0 

- 

3.5 

5.7 

6.1 

3.5 

0.9 

2.7 



mill 
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(other than the ohlldren and wlrea of the earners) 


to Total number of Household 
(in i») 


35.1- 

40 

40.1- 

45 

45.1- 

50 

50.1- 

55 

55.1- 

60 

60.1- 

65 

65.1- 

70 

70.1- 

75 

75.1- 

80 

Over 

80 

TOTAL 

3 

3 

5 

1 

2 

- 

- 

4 

2 

1 

61 

4.9 

4.9 

8.2 

1.6 

3.3 

- 

- 

6.6 

3.3 

1.6 


1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

16 

6.3 

6.3 

12.5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6.3 

- 

- 


2 

- 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

31 

6.5 

- 

6.5 

6.5 

9.6 

3.2 

6.5 

- 

3.2 

- 


4 

- 

3 

- 

- 

2 

mm 

1 

- 

- 

37 

10.5 

- 

6.2 

- 

- 

5.4 

- 

2.7 

mm 

- 


- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26 

- 

- 

3.8 

- 

3.8 

3.-8 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20 

- 

- 

5.0 

5.0 

15.0 

5.0 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

38 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2.6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


10 

4 

14 

4 

10 

5 

2 

6 

5 

1 

229 

4.3 

1.7 

6.1 

1.7 

4.3 

2.2 

0.9 

2.7 

l.l 

0.4 
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STUDY OP THE DISTRIBUTION OP POPULATION 
Density of Population 

It is always dlfficialt to decide the area to be considered in calculating 
density of population* We cannot usefully consider areas of sheer desert ^ but 
there are many grades of productivity, and this introduces an element of doubt 
and inexactitude* 

Table XXX gives the number of inhabitants per square kilometre for dif* 
ferent districts of the province, as calculated from the returns of the last 
six censuses, 1682 — 1937* There is an almost continuous gradation from high* 
^®^i'tiee in the south and south«^est to lower ones in the east aoid north- 


TABLE XXX 

Density of Population in the Districts of Shafqiya, for the 

Lhst Six Censuses. 


Number of Inhabitants per Square Kilometre 


nisxricx 

1882 

1897 

1907 

1917 

1927 

1957 

Belbeis 

180 

263 

301 

330 

540 

375 

Faqus 

17 

36 

50 

59 

66 

78 

Hlhya 

192 

325 

365 

400 

414 

437 

Kafr Saqr 

82 

142 

185 

203 

228 

232 

M. El-Qamh 

501 

445 

499 

552 

559 

591 

Zagazlg (B. ) 

2,716 

4,865 

4,787 

5,456 

6,688 

7,509 

" (m.) 

117 

191 

218 

244 

254 

289 

Sharqiya 

89 

145 

171 

191 

203 

224 

Whole Egypt 

191 

274 

318 

362 

403 

452 


According' to their densities of population, the different parts of Sha3^- 
qiya may be grouped as follows! 

I. Less than 100 per km. 2; extrone north of Kafr Saqr, extrose north and 
north-east of Faqus and district of Tell-Bl-Kibir including Bl-Abbasah. 

II. 100 - 299 km. central Kafr Saqr and Faqus districts, some loc- 
alities in eastern Hlhya, and east Belbeis west of Ismailia Canal. 


96 


See Map 17 < 




III. 500 - 499 P«r km.^j southexu Kafr Saqr and Paqus, eastem, western 
and northern parts of Hlhya, the east of Zagazig district to the W. of El-Ahba- 
sah, central and western parts of Belbeis (except a limited area in the extreme 
south*^e8t of the district) and the eastern part of U. Sl-Qsmh. 

IV. 500 - 699 par lcm.2; yery limited areas in S.W. Paqus aM Belbeis, some 
parts in central and southern Hihya, El~Qurein, most of central and western Za* 
gazig and some localities in the east of M. El-Qaah. 

V. 700 and over per km. 2; Ibrahimieh in the district of Hihya, the rural 
area around the town of Zagazig and most of central and western M. EL-Qamh.' 

As to the chief towns of the different districts, Belbeis (212) falls in 
«Ottp II, irixereas Hihya (720), Kafr Saqr (966), H. Bl-Qamh (1,507) and Paqus 
(1,619) may be included in group V. With the oonparatively marked high density 
of Zagazig (6,524), it is difficult to include this town in any of the above 
groups. It may bo justifiable to consider this town separately and to under- 
stand its density in the light of the almost universal factors determining the 
growth of urban centres. 

As traditional factors are fairly uniform throughout the province, the dif- 
ferences are largely duo to physical and economic factors. One notes that south- 
western Sharqlya is 15 - 14m. but much of Paqus and Kafr Saqr only 5 - 6 m. a^- 
bove sea level. 97 This helps the drainage of the south, but the north is lia- 
Jo Impregnation with salt or alkali in places less than 7m. above sea lev- 
el. 9“ 


As to the causes of the deterioration in the fertility of such waste lands- 
"Ard-Al-Barari" - many explanations are given. According to local tradition, 
partly confirmed by the presence of some historic remains, a wide area of this 
land was once cultivated and consequently more populous. The Arab Conquest 
seems to have been partly responsible for the destruction of the banks of the 
old basins. There is also some evidence that the level of the la nd along the 
northeni fringe of the Delta fell and some of the northern tracts were submerg- 
ed. The Introduction of perennial .irrigation has no doubt greatly helped the 
accumulation of salts and the development of alkaline soils in this part of the 
province. 


97 — 

Most of the very northern parts of Paqus and Kafr Saqr - the so-called "Ard- 

Al-Barfud" - are below one metre. Seet- 

(a) The contour map of the Hile Delta 1» 500,000. 

(b) Miq> Y. 

98 

Means, T.H. Reclamation of Alkali Lands in Egypt. (Bulletin of U.S. Depart- 
ment, of Agriculture No. 21, 1905,p.9). Quoted by 
Hume, l.F. Geology of Egypt, Vol.X, Cairo, I925. p.l90. 

99 

imer, Mustafa. Some Problems of The Population of Egypt, Cairo, 1929, p,8,' 


Another district of Sharq,lya has heen ruined by the hlgh^lyln^ perennial 
canals 9 and its density of population will remain for some time comparatively 
low. The luin of the land of El-Wadi (Wadi-Tumilat) estate was brought about 
the construction of the Ismailia Canal which was completed in 1063. •*This 
is a hi^— level canal passing through a porous soil and the leakage of water 
from it must be enormous. The seepage* water percolating on the adjoining lands 
raised the general level of the sub— soil water; in places waterlogged the soil 
and everywhere within reach brought to the surface the injurious salts that were 
formerly at a sufficient depth to be out of the way of the roots of the crops f 
and so harmless. ••iOO The one great cause of all the mischief was lack of drain- 
age in the first instance. It may be laid down as a general rule that there 
cannot be any excessive accumxilation of injxirious salts in land that is effi- 
ciently drained. 101 

The introduction of perennial irrigation into any tract in Egypt means a 
total change in crops 9 irrigation and indeed everything which can affect the 
soil. The discussion of these different aspect 3 l 02 as bearing on the fertility 
of the land falls beyond the present study. It is of great importance^however^ 
to emphasise that 9 despite the great efforts that have been made by irrigation 
and agricultural authorities in Egypt, even the most fertile, dense clay soil 

^^^Lucas, A. A Report on The Soil and Water of the Wadi— Tumilat Lands Under 
Reclamation. Public Works Ministry Publications, Cairo, 1903 t p.l 6 . 

p.l 8 . 

102 

Qa these different aspects sees 

(a) Wlllcocksy William. Egyptian Irrigation (Chapter on Perennial Irrigation 
in Lower Egypt). 

(h) BrunheS) Jean. L'Irrigation, Pari8)1902y Part III. 

(o) MacDonald, Sir Murdoch. Kile Control Works. Ministry of Public Works, 
Cairo, 1920. 

(d) McKenzie, E. and Bums. The Basis of Egyptian Agriculture and its Relatlcn 
to the Decline in the Iverage Yield per Feddan of Cotton. Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Bulletin No. 2^, .1922. 

(e) Mosserle, M. Victor. Du Sol Sgyptien sous le R^ime de I'Arrosage par In- 
ondation. Sultanle Agricultural Society Publications, Bulletin, No. 12. 

(f ) Fletcher, F. "Crop Rotation and Soil Exhaustion" in Cairo Scientific Jour- 
nal, Vol. II, No. 19, April, 1908, pp.ll9 - 124. 

(g) Montasir, A.H. Egyptian Soil Structure in Relation to Planta The Egyptian 
University - Bulletin of the Faculty of Science, No. 13, Cairo, 1938. 
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lii the south-ereet and west of Sharqiya has been injured, and there has been a 
fall in the fertility of thia land, idiioh is heat revealed in the coib~ 
paratively low yield per aore in the last years. This faot does not seoit to 
ha^« any notioeahle effect on the trend of densities in aaoh parts as M. Bl- 
<janh distriot or oentral aid western localities in Zagasig and Hihya,105 The 
tine factor oan partly aooount for this feature. Furthermore, one has to take 
into aooount the non**geographioal and non-eoonomic considerations. As Prof. 
Fawoett puts it quite clearly, "traditions, which oaks the fanily the princip- 
al unit of the Xastem society and for the maintenance of the family insist on 
early marriage and the essential need of children, have played a large part in 
the accumulation of dense population. The sane solidarity of the family tends 
to keep all its mashers near their ancestral hone and so to oheok outward mi- 
gration and a free spreading of population. "1^4 

‘ But if the fertility of the land in relation to the system of drainage has 
greatly influenced the distribution of population in different parts of Shar- 
qiya, the signlfioant part played hy the water available to meet the needs of 
summer crops cannot he exaggerated. The whole province is nominally under per- 
ennial irrigation hut actually the remote reaches of the irrigation canals in 
the east and north-east of Sharqiya do not always get the water necessary for 
the irrigation of the adjoining fields. There is a rise in the level of the 
land eastwards and northeastwards. The irrigation canals were not adequately 
constructed, and there may he a misuse of water on the lower reaches of them. 
The main difficulty, however, lies in the fact that, so far, "the summer sup- 
ply of water in the Nile is insufficient in nearly ill years for the adequate 
irrigation of the cultivated lands at present dependent on it. "105 How to 
the ziatural supply of water meet the progressive demands of agriculture in the 
remote reaches of the canals at all seasons of the year has always been the 
great problem facing irrigation engineers in Egypt. The crops cultivated and 
the agricultural imitation, centring around the planting of cotton, have increas- 
ed the difficulties, since the greatest demand for water occurs at the time 
^rtien the Nile is at its lowest level. 


The use of wells for irrigation was widespread in the east and north-east 
of Sharqiya, as the sand is close to the surface and hurled under insignificant 
depths of clay over large tracts. 106 The development of irrigation, on the one 
hand, and the sanitary regulations, on the other, have led to the neglect of a 
great number of these wells. Ihenever such wells are still used (such as in 
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The discussion of the growth of population and its trends in different parts 
of Sharqiya throws much li^t on the trends of densities and explains the com- 
paratively slight increase in 1927 as compared with 1917 . 


^®^airoett, C.B. "Some Factors in Population Density" in Problems of 
tlon, London, 1932, p.l96. 


Popula- 


^^^UadDonald, op.oit. p.l. 
^®Sllloooks, W. op. clt. p.l26. 


the district of £1*-Qaretn) and crops do not depend on the summer supply of wat- 
er* the productivity of these remote lands Increases and oonsecjuently the den- 
sity of population rises. 

The inadequacy of summer irrigation is, moreover, the great obstacle in 
the reclamation of the extensive watte areas in the northern parts of Sharqiya* 
These salty tracts need constant washing and repeated flooding. Rice serves 
this purpose perhaps better than any other crop, but in Kgypt the area under 
rice cultivation is detemined by the anwunt of the summer water supply. Thus 
the expansion of cultivation has been going on very slowly, and no significant 
density can be ejected in a land now lying almost fallow for want of water.The 
d^endenoe of the future develoianent of the Barari lands in north Sharqiya on 
the Rile water supply becomes more understandable when the question of the un- 
derground water supply in this part of the Delta is carefully studied. Accord- 
ing to the results of different borings, Dr.Hume stated that, in the Delta,wat- 
er at 40 metres is likely to be found south of latitude 31 © N. , whenever 
the Rile deposits are well developed. Rorth of that latitude, the influence of 
the great lagoons begins to be felt, and, therefore, no water or only salt wat- 
er will probably be obtained. 107 The figures in table XXXI give an idea of the 
distribution of waste lands and areas under cultivation in different districts 
of the province, and eventually throw such light upon the present local varia- 
tions in densities, and the change such variations may undergo if agricultural 
expansion can be achieved. 

The outstanding fact revealed by the figures is that in Sharqiya the waste 
land is almost equal to the area under cultimt ion. This may partly account 
for the lower density of population in the province (224 persons per km. 2 in 
1937) as compared with the density for Egj^t as a whole 108 (452). The very 
extensive area of waste land is particularly noticeable in Faqus. On the other 
hand the population of such uncultivated tracts in M. Bl-Oamh and Hihya dis- 
tricts in insignificant. The figures for Kafr Saqr are someidiat misleading. 

TABLE XXXI 


Ares Under Cultivation and waste Land in Different 
Districts of Sharqiya . 109 


Districts 

Area Under 


Waste 

Cultivation. 

j^j^QWaste Land. 

Cultivated 


(in Feddans' 

lo 

Belbels 

72 , 2^4 

22,413 

31.02 

Faqus 

130,357 

406,270 

311.66 

Elhya 

67,548 

1,052 

1.56 

Kafr Saqr. 

105,813 

27,329 

25.83 

M. £^-Qafflh 

67,101 

276 

0.41 

Zagazig (U. ) 

128,459 

84,966 

66.14 

Sharqiya 

571,542 

542,306 

94.80 

^^"^Hume, op.cit. 

Vol.I.p .122 

109 

Based on figures given in 

See also 

...Amer, Mustafa. 
^^•^Table XXX. 

, op.cit. pp. 10 - 11 . 

Agricultural Census of Egypt, 1929 , 

^p. 124-137. 

One feddan = I.038O5O acre. 
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One must study carefully the analysis of the samples^^i teken from different 
localities of the province to realise the poverty and conseiiuently the low yield 
of almost all the land of Kafr Saqr. The agricultural census of Sgypt doesnot 
give the average yield per feddan hy districts. Valuable infoxmationy however, 
can be obtained j^om the study of the rentals of cultivated areas in the dif- 
ferent districts. 112 This does not necessarily imply that the fertility of the 
land is the only factor that deteimines rentals. Bensily of population, for 
instaxxse, must always be taken into account, and a comparison of maps ll. III 
and lY will reveal the considerable correlation and significant interrelations 
between land fertility, rental and distribution of population in Sharqiya^ In 
Bgypt as a idiole there seems to be " a very fair correlation between the yield 
in Egyptian pounds per feddan and the density of population of such a nature 
that for every extra pound per azmum in the value of the produce there is an 
increase of 100 persons per square kilometre in the density." 115 

Future Blstributlon of the Benalty of Population 

The future of the distribution of population in Sharqiya can, to some ex- 
tent, be understood in the ll^t of the foregoing discussion. No significant 
ohan^ can be expected until the question of the water supply is solved, waste 
land reclaimed and ciiltivatlon expended. The situation in different areas which 
may be the foci of big concentrations of population in the near or ronote fu- 
ture, can be summarized as followst- 

1. Tell-El-Eibir. The total area of the "Wadi Estate" is estimated to be 
(in round figures) 21,000 feddans of vhlch only 13,000 feddans are now under 
comparatively poor cultivation, ^00 under reclamation and the rest of the land 
is waste tracts. The water supply here is not the main problem. The lack of 
adequate drainage is the one great cause of all the mischief. At least three 
forces are held responsible for the deterioration of the soil of Wadi Tumilat: 
constant sewage from the Ismailia Canal with its attendant dangers of exces- 
sive sub-irrigation and the rise of salt from the subsoil towards the surface, 
the descent from the higher desert lands on either side of injxirious salts al- 
ready present and likely to be brought down by every fall of rain, and the car- 
rying by the wind of the efflorescent salts from the xinreclaimed area and from 
the desert over the cultivated land.H4 Unfortunately the problan of drainage 
in this part of Sharqiya is not easy. Owing to a difference in levels at El- 
Kassassin, the drainage-water has to be pumped from one section of the main 
drain to the other section.^^^ Great efforts must be made if the aurea is to 

See appendix I, Samples IX, X and X7I. 

112 

See Map III. 

Atlas of Bgypt, Gizeh, 1928. 

114 

. Lucas A. op. oit. p.24. 

Ibid, pp.lO - 11. 




be well eaq)loited, and more constructive schemes must be thou^t of to encour- 
age people to migrate and settle in the Wadi. 

2. The east of Belbeis district. To the east of Isnailia Canal, the soil 
is mainly sandy but rich in organic matter, as shown in the analysis of saiiQ>le 
yi. The land here is comparatively higher, and irrigation from the canals 
is not easily available. Good underground water supplies, however, seem to 
exist on the edge of the desert, 11? and agriculture^, experiments depending for 
their irrigation upon such supplies have been promising. Large areas in this 
part of Belbeis district have been e^^lolted, and fruit pleuitations are par- 
ticularly flourishing. His Majesty's estate at Inshass and Barakat Orchards 
are* practical proofs of the possibility of the spread of agriculture eastwards 
in Sharqiya, a fact idiich is bound to have a far-reaching effect upon the 
movement and settlement of the population. 

3. The remote parts in the east of Paqus. The soil in this part of Paqua 

speaking, either fairly good or capable of being easily improved, 
^he position of such areas on the upper reaches of irrigation cansils, and 
their comparatively higher elevation, have left them with a rather precarious 
water-supply for summer crops. The real development of this part of Sharqiya 
depends upon the increase in the amount of water reserved for the dry season. 
Provisional rMedies, however, may be of some value. Artesian wells and adjust- 
ed crop— rotation, with its need of water distributed all the year round, will 
be of great benefit. The construction of the canals should be reconsidered and 
the side bends of the streams removed. People on the lower and middle reaches 
of the canals should be taught to use the water properly. The Egyptian fallah 
is known to use too much water and to treat all crops at all times in exactly 
the same manner. He pays no attention to the needs of his nei^bour, and over- 
looks the fact that plants require different amoimts of water, and that even the 
needs of the same plant vary according to its stage of ^owth. 

4. The .Barari north of K. Saqr and Paqus. The main causes of the pov- 
erty of soil in this region Imve already been discussed. The process of reclam- 
ation of the Barari is a very difficult task, ehich needs inrigation as well as 
drainage projects. Because of the low level of this area, fields can be drained 
only by powerful pumping stations, similar to those of Sarw (N. Dakahlieh) aai 
Belkas (n. Gharbieh). Moreover, it is equally important to secure the naoessaiy 
water for irrigation. Local eolations have sometimes led responsible persons 
to t hink that the inadeqxiacy of the drainage system is the ca\ise of the slow 
progress of agricultural expansion in the north of the Delta. It is, however, 
doubtful whether a perfect drainage system would be of much value without adequate 

Appendix I. 

117 

' Hume, op. cit. Vol.I, pp.122-123. 

118 

See Analyses of samples XIV, XV and XVIII (Appendix l). 
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lrri^tlonH9. This shows the great d^endenoe of the future of the Barari on 
the Nile projects both in Egypt and in the Sudan. At the same time one has to 
bear in mind that it is neither proposed, nor woxild it be advantageous, to ut- 
ilise the entire increase of water in irrigation lands idiich can be reclaimed 
in the north at the Delta. Part of the increase is to be employed in cuaelior- 
ating supplies to the area now under oultivation^ZO food consequently the re- 
clamation works will progress very slowly. The question of the undergroundwa- 
ter-si9ply in this part of Egypt should be reconsidered. As Dr.Hume points out, 
"It requires deeper boring than any undertaken at present to determine udiether 
a forourable water-level exists at depths exceeding 100 metres." ^21 

Kafr Saqr district south of the Barari. All this area is nominally 
under cultivation but its productivity is comparatively low and the population 
settlements are rather small. The water supply and the drainage question are 
still the main problems, but the latter difficulty is less complicated than it 
is in the Barari lands. Admitting that pumping is inevitable in draining some 
tracts between the 1 and 3 contour lines, the existing drainage canals can,wlth 
minor alterations and some care, serve the purpose well, especially when the 
land is above the 3~ii>atres contour. Gravity alone may be enough in most parts, 
since shat is really needed is a decline in elevation of about 3 om*, or even 
less, in a kilometre. 122 

The development of Irrigation and drainage and the expansion of cultiva- 
tion in all the above parts of Sharqiya are very elaborate and costly matters, 
and in a country like Egypt the Government alone can carry out such con^licat- 
ed enterprises. In 1920 all questions bearing upon irri^tion were studied, 
technical recooaiendations made and very ambitious plans drawn. 123 The mpld 
increase of the Egyptian population was the stimulating factor. But it was 
soon realised that such ambitious plans were beyond the flnancitd ability of 
the country, lhat is really needed now is a practiced programme based on close 
oollabaration between irrigation and agriculture authorities. 

With the limited resources of Egypt, the extensknof irrigation will nev- 
er solve the population problem. The social and traditional aspects of the 


Report on the Work of the Department of Irrigation, 1922, Arabic Trans- 
lation, p.29* 

Ibid p.30. See also 

Sirry, Hussain Pasha. "Twenty - Year Plan That Aims To win Prosperity Prom 
the Waters of' the Nile", in Dally Telegraph Supplement, Deo. 12, 1938 » paiii. 

Hume, W.P. op.oit. Tol.I, p.l22. 

122 

Report on the Work of the Department of Irrigation, 1922, Chap. ill. 

See The Nile Control, Uinistry of Public Works, 1920. 
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question must be considered, and Airthermore the technical side of exploiting 
the land must be given its full weight in a country i^re the best has xiotyet 
been attained* 124 

But even where reclamation is achieved, it will take time before emi- 
grants from the more densely populated parts of the province move to the new 
settlements. Officials in the Wadi estate complain of a shortage of labour, 
and consider this one of the great obstacles in the way of any progressive 
policy* 12^ Meanwhile land conqpanies have always found it extremely difficult 
to persuade the fallaheen to migrate to the new reclaimed lands in the north 
of the Belts* The strong family tie and the great solidarity of the Eastern 
rural community may partly account for this, but other factors must not be 
overlooked* It is qnite obvious that people do not usually change their homes 
from the desire for mere change* They anticipate wider scopes and must be fatr- 
ly sure that life under the new conditions will comparatively be more comfort- 
able. So far these anticipations have not been realised in most of the newre*- 
claimed estates* Land tums out to be less remunerative from the tenant's 
stsindpoint and the holders often Ignore the interests of the peasant* Labour- 
ers in most places are not, adequately accommodated and nd real help is given 
to them in their new homes* And when the landlord leaves the management of 
his estate to a bailiff or idien. everything is left to officials the conditions 
become even worse* Such facts should not be under-rated and one has to re- 
member that the new settlements, with their peculiar charewter, require from 
the manager not only technical efficiency but also social spirit and sound 
tact* An example of vdiat wise management and real constructive policy can 
achieve in new reclaimed areas is given in the model estate of H*U* the King 
of Egypt at Inshass* The young generation of rural Sharqlya - with more educ- 
ation and ambition and \mder the increasing pressure of economic depression 
in the village - is more ready to migrate wherever opportunities are anticip- 
ated* The teem now is the centre of gravity* It will be for the *mutual in- 
terest of the landlord and the agricultural labourer if the rural exodus can 
be diverted to the sparsely populated parts east and north of the province* 


^^^”Bgypt''in the Report of the League of Nations Economic Committee on the 
Agricultural Crisis, Geneva, 1931* Vol.II* 

125 

This fact is emphasised in one of the reports in the Archives of .the Wadi 
Estate* 



62 

17 

APPUGunm or am opmoni cRiamion to the poiouTioif aobloi 

IH SHABQIIA 

C<mdition8 in rtiral life depend large ijr on the Ban-*land ratio » and the 
problens of an agriooltoral oonminlty are oloaely aaeoolated with the relation 
hetveen the popnlation and the potentialities of the land. Ibaolute rates of 
density^ however, are of linlted value, and aany other factors hare to be oon> 
sidered in order to asoertain the adjustaent or naiad Justnent of population to 
natural resouroes. There nay be a consensus of opinion that the provinoe suf- 
fers fron an excess of agricultural population, but so far nothing can be stat- 
ed in a pj^eolse way. Overpopulation' and underpopulation oan be ascertained 
only in relation to what is called the optlnun population, a tern which, ac- 
cording to Wolfe, mean8”the population idiloh, with given natural resources, state 
of arts and standard of working time, will secure the largest possible per cap- 
ita product of oonanmers goods.** 126 it fa^ls beyond the scope of this study 
to decide whether this materialistic conception of the optimum is Justifia- 
ble or Aether it is necessary to take into account the other moral vaOues bear- 
ing upon human welfare. 127 What is now unanimously agreed upon is the great 
difficulty, at least for the time being, of developing a technlq.ue for measur- 
ing the factors of the optimum, and consequently the impossibility of detei^ 
m i nin g the dividing line between under-population and over-population. This 
fact may be the strongest argument a^inst the practical utility of the opti- 
mum criterion in population policies. 

The task becomes mote difficult idien the trend of the optimum is to be 
ascertained. Since the faotorsl28 governing this criterion are not static, and 
since human aoolety is one of highly complex economic dynamics, the optimum 
must be moving rapidly even in an agricultural coaimunity with coiqparatlvely sta- 
ble liases. a!he movement in real income may be considered a valuable test for 
the existence of over-population. Ihifortunately no information bearing upon 
the real income of the people of Sharqlya is available, and, therefore, we are 
'• ' ' " " " '* * " ' ' 

Wolfe, A.B. **00 the Criterion of Optimum Population**, in American Joumalof 
Sociology; 7ol. ZXXIX, March, 1954, P*592. 

See also 

Phelps, Harold A. Prinoiples and Laws of Sociology, 1956, p.l95. 

1 0*7 

The question of ^optimum population** is still the subject of omny. oontrover- 
slal theories in social sciences. It is ai^roached either from the materialis- 
tic or the spiritual standpoint. Some writers base their argumexrt on the in- 
terests of the individual, others on the welfare of the community as a whole. 
X28 

These factors oan be sumnarised as followst- 

(a) Natural resources. 

(b) Constitution, natural endowments and acquired skill, knowledge and habits 
of the Inhabitants. 

(o) Opportunities, internal and external, for economic activity. 

See Carr-Sapunders, A.M. op.oit. p.530. 
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in no position to gsngs the trend of the pptinum even in a very rou^ eay* 

Oving to the estrenely oontroversial nature of the optiimm criterion and 
to the impossibility of red u c in g the problem to teams of solentlfio snd stat- 
Istioal esaotitudst one has to be content uLih the study of sjnq>tons and tend- 
encies. The Report on Population and Agrloultuie»129 irialch eas submitted to 
the Boropean Conferenoe on Rural Life of 1939t studied this phenonsnon in rur- 
al Buarape and disoussed in detail the syBqptoms ''that are oamaon to at least sev- 
eral of those regions in ehloh theare appears to be agrloultuareil ovea?-populati on.* 
Theare oonmon features ares the email sise of agricultural holdings , the hi^ 
paroportlon of arable area under cereals or other food crops, the low field per 
ua!iit, the low density of llvestodlc, aaaader-nutrltion aaul cultuaral stagnation. 

Some of these features must be omitted in the application of the same cri- 
teria to the staady of the population problon in Sharqlya. The local conditions 
in different parts of the province and the national economic policy have un- 
doubtedly deteamined the annual zotation, and the area uaid«r. cultivation for 
each oarop. The Influence of the soil and the available eater for summer sup- 
ply, in particular, and the location of the lend in the viciaaiiy of some aarban 
centre or within easy areaoh to certain meirkets, cannot be overlooked. The spread- 
of large holdings end big estates over a very wide area of Sharqiya must' have 
accelerated the paxacess of adaptability. Rut the vital pert has been played by 
the gareat economic re'volution of the nineteenth cen'tury, idiioh made the ooun- 
tacy wholly d^endent upon and altogether at the mercy of cotton. This,for in- 
stance, is the real areason why food crape in the province have4>^ recent years, 
fallen short of the requirements of the inhabitants and why for the first time 
in her history, Bgypt, once the granaacy of the Rtmian Bapire, is importing food- 
stuffs in large quantities. 

As to the other syiiq>tom8 of over-population (the small size of agari.oult- 
zral holdings, under-nutrition and cultural stagnation), one may safely consid- 
er them universal accompaniments of this phenomenon in rural communities. There 
is no doubt that the pressure on the available arable laid, idiere the society 
is entirely dependent on limited agricultural resources, and where, according 
to Islamic law of inheritance, the property has to be divided in a certain way, 
is bound to reduce the size of holdings to the so-called "dwarf holdings, "which 
are often dispersed in anall fragments in different fields. 

The maleuljustment of agricultural population to the available arable land 
is inevitably associated with different problems that result frcm low economic 
and social standards. This latter fact indicates that a study of the standard 
of living of the people of Sharqiya may throw much light on the population pro- 
blem in the province. Actually there' is a growing tendency among many writers 
to pay exclusive attention to the standard of living, idiioh, in their opinion, 
is the problem of population. IJO (for footnote see next page) 

Robertson, C.J. Population and Agriculture, with. Specdal Reference to Agri- 
cultural Over-population. International Institute of Agriculture, Rome, 1939* 
pp. 52 -61. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIGNS OF THE PEOPLE OF SHARQUE. 


TABLE 


Frequency Distribution of Size 

in each of 


Particulars 


Size of Area 
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15 

19 

11 

16 

20 

10 

9 

8 

6 

8 

7 

5 



2.1 

8.0 

10.2 

5.9 

8.6 

10.7 

5.3 

4.9 

4.3 

3-2 

4.5 

3.7 

2.7 
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See for instance 

(a) Fairohildy H.P. "Optimum Population" in Proceedings of the World 
Population Oonferencsy 1927) PP*72 ^ 89 . 

(b) Wolfe, A.B. "On the Criterion of Optimum Population" in American 
Journal of Sociology, Vol.XXXIX, March, 1934, PP.585 “ 599. 
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We may now conclude this study by some remarks on the economic conditions 
of the people of Sharqiya in the light of the empirical data whidi were gath- 
ered during the socio-economic survey of the Province in 1939«^^^ Investiga- 
tions have almost been confined to the agricultural element of the pojnilation. 
This may be justifiable when it is borne in mind that we are dealing with a 
community over of whose population derive their subsistence « in one way or 
another, from agriculture. 

Land Holdings 

The outstanding feature revealed by the figures for the landowners in Shar- 
qiya (1937-8) is the very high percentage - 695& - of smallholders (one feddan 
and less) as against the insignificant proportion - 0 .% - of large holders 
(over 50 feddans). But irtiereas the former possess 13 , 6 ^ of the total arable 
area, the latter possess 34%» a fact which shows very clearly how extremely un- 
equally the land is distributed among the people of the province. 

The number of- "pygmy holdings" has been steadily increasing, and it is 
important to notice that a great proportion of even such holdings is of less 
than 0.5 feddan. Table XXXII, for instance, gives the frequency distribution- 
in our sample - of areas of land exploited per each member of the household.lt 
indicates that Tidiereas more than 25^ of the persons examined are exploiting 
holdings of x - 0.25 feddan, only 13. 55^ work on holdings of 2 feddans and over. 

Household Capital 

The poverty of the majority of the people of Sharqiya is also revealed in 
the distribution of capital invested either per household or per person. Table 
XXXIII indicates that the capital of great numbers in our sample (53»l5t) does 
not exceed £B50, that more than 10^ have no capital, and that only 2.75& have 
capital of over S500. The poorest elements are ob'^ously the agricultural la- 
bourers, of whom about 60^ have no capital at all. 

As to the capital invested in different cases of our saiqple, the outstand- 
ing feature is the significant proportion of capital invested in land, a fact 
which is understandable in a community where land has always been venerated and 
^ere people do not realize how remunerative other enterprises may be. 

Family Income 

The great poverty of the majority of our sample is best revealed in the 
distribution of income per caput (Table XXXIV). More than 40?^ living on 
aiuiual incomes of x - £E5, ^ile only 5»556 have annual incomes of more than 
£E50. The position of labourers and tenants is still worse. The former are 
very poorly paid; the latter do not usually make any significant profit from 
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For details see Ammar, Abbas M. "Conditions of Life in Rural Sharqiya," in 
Sociological Review, Vol. XXXII, July-October, 1940. 


the land owing to the high rents and the low prices received for their crops* 

The most regrettable feature Is the complete absence of any agricultural 
industry or domestic handicraft* The by-products also axe greatly neglected^ 
and the fallaheenf despite their hard work and ceaseless efforts^ are unable 
to make the best of their limited land. They have been neglected for centur- 
ies ^ and the type of education whloh the young generation is given in rural 
Egypt is unsuitable for the improvement of technical efficiency* 

Family Expenditure 

The freijuenoy distribution of a nnu al total expenditure per person In dif- 
ferent community groups (Table Xm) indicates the extremely difficult con- 
ditions under which the people of Sharqiya are living. 32 * 45 ^ of the total 
sample spend fE5 or less per annum, 48*1% spend from £B5*1 - £B 15 , md. only 
19*5% can spend more than £E15 in the whole year *134 Out of 222 households, 
only 5 have given a nnua l expenditures exceeding £B50 per person. 

Food naturally is the main iton in expenditure, but even here about 20% 
of the sample have to spend £S2 or less (per person) a year. Maize is the 
food crop of rural Sharqiya, milk is often turned into butter for sale, and 
poultry and eggs are usually sold* The proportion of food expenditure allot- 
ted to food of animal origin is negligible. 

The amounts spent on tea, coffee and cigarettes are rather great if ex- 
amined in rcQ.ation to the total expenditures. Clothing, l\iel, lighting are 
of secondary importance in family expenditures. As to the expenditure on mis- 
cellaneous items (i.e. weddings, funerals, festivals etc*,) one may notice 
that this comes after expenditure on food, a feature idiioh indicates the im- 
providence of many peasants. 


XXX 

The above brief remarks prove beyond doubt that we are dealing here with . 
primary poverty idiatever criterion we may choose. Many of the people nmyhave 
been responsible for their own misfortunes, but in moat cases the majority 
are the victims of factors beyond their control. The unjust traditional dis- 
tribution of wealth, the disequilibrium between humEin fertility and land po- 
tentialities the apathetic outlook of the fatalist fallah, the mlsunder - 
standing of the real needs of the rural community and the vague ideas of' soc- 
ial reconstruction in the minds of high officials and authoritative circles, 
are the major factors underlying the deplorable conditions of our fallaheen* 


134 

House rents have not been included, because almost all the fallaheen live 
in their own houses, and eigricultural labourers, if working on big estates, are 
accommodated in lodgings for a nominal rent. 
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TABLE 


frequency Bistrilmiioii of Capital 
in each of 


Partioulare 


No 

Capital 

H 

1 

O 

11 - 20 

21-3031-4041-50 

Omera of Land. 

No. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

4 

3 


% 

- 

— 

1.7 

- 

6.9 

5.2 

Tenanta. 

Ho. 

1 

11 

2 

1 

- 

- 



6.3 

68.7 

12.5 

6.3 

- 

mm 

Part Cellars and 

No. 


— 

1 

6 

5 

1 

Part Tenants* 


- 

- 

3.4 

20.7 

17.3 

3.4 

Oenara with other 

No. 


1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

raaouroaa. 

% 

- 

3.1 

3.1 

3.1 

9.4 

6.3 

Tenanta with 

No. 

2 

24 

2 



mm 

other raaouroaa. 


7.1 

85.0 

7.1 

- 

- 

- 

Part Oenara and 
Tnants with 

No. 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

2 

other raaouroaa. 


— 

- 

— 

15.0 

15.0 

10.0 

Agr.Lahourwra 

No. 

21 

15 

1 

-i 

- 

-i 

ato. 


CO 

40.5 

2.7 

- 

— 

- 

Oanaral Total. 

Mo. 

24 

51 

8 

11 

15 

8 



10.9 

25.2 

3.6 

5.0 

6.8 

3.6 
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The Egyptian pound (E«£*) ia approximately six- 
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(▲▼era^ per person) t in 
220 hous^lde. 


51 - 75 76 - 100 101-150 151-200 201-250 250-300 300-400 400-500 Over 5OO TOTAL 

7 

14 

5 

6 

4 

6 

2 

2 

4 

58 

12.1 

24.2 

8.6 

10.4 

6.9 

10.4 

3.4 

3.4 

6.9 


- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6.3 


7 

5 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

29 

24.1 

17.3 

7.0 

- 

- 

- 

3.4 

- 

3.4 


5 

6 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

- 

32 

15.7 

ie .8 

12.5 

3.1 

3.1 

3.1 

6.3 

12.5 


28 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 


2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

- 

3 

1 

- 

20 

10.0 

10.0 

10.0 

5.0 

5.0 

- 

15.0 

5.0 

- 


— 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

37 

-e 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 


21 

27 

13 

8 

6 

7 

8 

7 

6 

220 

9.6 

12.3 

6.0 

3.6 

2.7 

3.2 

3.6 

3.2 

2-7 



t 


pence more th&n the Bogllah pound 
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TABLE 


Frequency Bistrllxitioxx of Amnial Income 

of 219 


Particulars 

X - 5 

6-10 

n-15 

16-20 

21-25 

26-30 

31-35 

Bo. 

14 

16 

11 

2 

4 

2 

1 

Owners of Land. 

$ 

24.6 

31.6 

19.5 

3.5 

7.0 

3.5 

1.8 

No. 

10 

2 

1 


1 

a. 


Tenants. 

71.4 

14.4 

7.1 

- 

7.1 

- 

- 

Part Owners and No. 

9 

13 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Part Tenants. ^ 

33.3 

48.2 

11.1 

3.7 

- 

- 

- 

Owners(wlth other No. 
resources ). ^ 

5 

8 

7 

3 

1 

4 

- 

13.9 

22.2 

19.4 

8.3 

2.8 


- 

Tenants (with No. 

22 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

other resources). ^ 

78.6 

21.4 

- 

- 


- 

- 

Part Owners and No. 

5 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

- 

Tenants (with 
other resources) . ^ 

O 

• 

irv 

CM 

20.0 

10.0 

5.0 

10.0 

5.0 

- 

Agr. Labourers No. 

25 

8 

4 

- 

- 


- 

etc. $ 

67.6 

21.6 

10.8 


— 

— 

*• 

No. 

90 

59 

28 

7 

6 

7 

1 

General Total. 

41.1 

26.9 

12*7 

3.2 

3.7 

3.2 

0.5 












xxm, 


71 , 


(Average per person)} in S.£. in each 
touseholds. 
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TABLE 


frequency Blstributlon of Annual Total Expendlt 

of 222 


Particulars 


x -2.5 

2.6-5 

i 

5.1-7.5 

7.6-10 


Owners of 

Ho. 

2 

7 

14 

■1 

6 

Land. 


3.2 

11.3 

22.6 


9.7 

Tenants. 

Ho. 

- 

8 

4 

1 

- 



- 

61.5 

30.8 

7.7 

- 

Part Owners & 

No. 

1 

5 

11 

4 

2 

Part Tenants. 


3.4 

17.2 

38.0 

13.8 

6.9 

Owners with 

Ho. 

2 

2 

6 

5 

5 

other resources. 

9 “ - 

'5.9 

5.9 

17.6 

14.7 

14.7 

Tenants with 

Ho. 

4 

13 

9 

1 

2 

other resources. 


14.0 

44.8 

30.8 

3.4 

7.0 

Part Owners A 
tenants with 

No. 

mm 

3 

3 

5 

2 

other resoxuxses. 


- 

15.8 

15.8 

15.8 

10.5 

Agr. Labourers 

Ho. 

5 

20 

5 

3 

2 

etc. 

$ 

13.9 

55.5 

13.9 

8.3 

5.6 


Ho. 

14 

58 

52 

27 

19 

General Total. 

i 

6.4 

26.0 

23.6 

12.0 

8.5 






mv 
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ure (in £.£.); Average per pereon in each 
households. 


12.6- 

15 


m 

25.1- 

50 

Over 

50 

TOTAL 

3 

13 

2 

3 

2 

62 

4.6 

21.0 

3.2 

4.8 

3.2 


- 

— 

— 


- 

13 

2 

1 


2 

1 

29 

6.9 

3.4 

- 

6.9 

3.4 


1 

4 

4 

5 

- 

34 

2.9 

11.8 

11.8 

14.7 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

29 

2 

2 

1 

3 

- 

19 

10.5 

10.5 

5.3 

15.8 

- 


1 

.. 

• 

- 

- 

36 

2.8 

- 

- 

- 

— 


9 

20 

7 

13 

3 

222 

4.0 

9.0 

3.2 

5.9 

1.4 
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I am greatly indebted to my friend Abdallah Zayn El-Abedln £ff. for the analysis of soil samples 
■hich I sent to the Laboratory of the Pacmlty of Agriculture, Pound the let IMversity, Cairo. 
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▲ PPSNSIZ II. 


m&L BSSQLTS OP THE 1937 CIKSOS. 

Bastd om figures giren in the Sgjrptloi Population Census, 1937» Vol.I* 
Part XIY. Cairo, 1940 ~ In irahio. 


Nusibers of the following tables refer to those of the tables inoludel 

in the text. 

TABLE HII. 

Distribution of the Three Funotional Age-Groups, (per 1,000 population) 


Group 

Hales 

Penal es 

Totals 

tbider 20 

512.6 

464.2 

488.0 

20-49 

383.9 

402.4 

393.2 

50 it Over , 

103.5 

133.4 

118.8 


TABLE 

m. 


Distribution of Population by Age - 

Groups, (per 1,000 population) 

Age-Groups 

Hale 

Penale 

Total 

Below one year 

31.1 

29.4 

30.2 

1-4 

104.5 

108.0 

106.3 

5 - 9 

143.3 

136.5 

139.8 

10 - 14 

141.0 

114.6 

127.5 

15 - 19 

91.8 

74.5 

83.0 

20-29 

141.5' 

156.0 

148.9 

30-39 

144.9 

148.2 

146.5 

40-49 

96.6 

97.2 

97.7 

50-59 

52.8 

59.6 

56.1 

60-69 

29.5 

38.4 

34.0 

70 - 79 

13.5 

20.4 

17.0 

80-89 

5.5 

10.5 

8.0 

90 it Over 

2.1 

4.3 

3.0- 

Not stated 

2.0 

2.3 

2.1 














Distriljution of the Three Major Age - Groups hy Sex. 

(per 1,000 population)* 
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The not-stated ages are not included 




Person under 16 and the non-stated ages are not included* 



TABLE XX 
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Dumber of Married Persons and Batlo of 
Marriage. 


District 

Population 

Nimber of 

Married 

Persons. 

Ratio of Marriage 
(per 1,000 
Population) 

Belbels 

156,509 

65,998 

421.7 

Faqus 

193,296 

70,729 

365.9 

Hlhya 

132,204 

51,902 

392.6 

Kafr Saqr 

135,387 

50,835 

375.5 

M.El-Qamh 

175,312 

73,420 

4I8.8 

Zagazlg (B. 

) 59,793 

22,205 

371.4 

•' (m. 

) 268,325 

106,261 

396.0 

Sbarqlya 

1,120,826 

441,350 

395.8 




^^lniPfe«\Ml tneriiw» or decrcds* In Pp pu»<<ion ._ ^ . M^y . rj?!g - PT»^ Annum 
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Graph No3I. Distribution of the Threg Major A d a Groups by S»x in Differaot Districts 

of Sharg i ya and in tbr Eg yptian Population 1927. 

(p«r 4,000 popuUtion') 
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Marttai Conditions of th» Populdtions of Diffi»r<*nt Distri 







Graph NoSSL* Marital Conditions of th» Populations of Different Districts of 

Sharq i ya (a Q »d 15 years and upwards) . 1927, 

(per ) 
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Pffcpnta o p Distribution of the PopuldUon of Shdro fya 
Families of Varyin g Sizes (l917)._ 
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Graph NojUL. Dgnsity of Pop uUUcn for xch DUtri c t (tor thg U«.t 8 ccnsus^s^ 

btumber of Inhabitants p»r squ<r» Kilonietr*. 

1802 |89|7 1907 |9|7 I9?7 1937 

Chi»f_ Town 2.716 4*065 4,787 5,436 6,688 7,50S 
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The rural habitat in Sharqiya 








